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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


U.S. PRESIDENTS DO NOT DO MORE FOR ARABS DURING SECOND TERMS 
London AL=-HAWADITH in Arabic 20 Jun 80 pp 20-21 


[Interview with Basil ‘Aql by ‘Ali Qabbani: "Carter Will Not Change 
His Position on Palestinian Problem, and Reagan Promised Israel That 
Jerusalem Will Be Its Official Capital") 


[Text] "Palestinian resistance is a brain as well as 
a rifle." These were the words with which the British 
press received Mr Basil ‘'Aql's speeches when he was 
the Arab League representative in Britain (1966-1972), 
after he was manager of the PLO's office in Cairo 
between 1964 and 1966. 


Basil ‘Aql is a member of a group of perceptive 
Palestinians who proved, through long diplomatic and 
academic activities, that the word is as powerful as 
the bullet, that rights need two men--one who talks 
about them aud one who implements them. He spent 8 
years in Europe lecturing about these rights. He 
later represented the PLO in all the United Nations’ 
sessions. Since, according to American law, a PLO 
representative is only allowed to move within a 
limited circle of 25 miles in New York City, known as 
the Columbus Circle, he decided to live in Lebanon and 
travel to New York to attend sessions only. 


This limited Arab political and information influence 
in the United States is beginning to expand and affect 
public opinion and public and private organizations. 
However, it is still small and limited when compared to 
what has happened in Europe, where persuasion has 
developed into a political initiative which has caused 
a dispute between Western Europe and its ally, the 
United States. This dispute took several forms during 
the Venice Summit. 








This interview with Mr Basil ‘'Aql includes an overall 
review of the mistakes of the American position which 
appears to have changed at the base. However, it is 
atill stumbling at the top. 


[Queation| There is general consent that the threats of the U.S. Foreign 
Minister Edmund Muskie to the nine European countries is the main reason 
that forced the postponement of the final initiatives during the first 
Venice Summit. Do you think there are real differences in opinion between 
Western Europe and the United States? 


[Answer] Edmund Muskie's proposal and Carter's threat of using veto 
powers were intended to give chances for Camp David and the autonomy 

talks to succeed, It is clear that the American administration insists 

on ignoring the obvious truth which is: The Camp David Agreement did not 
touch the core of the Middle East conflict, which is the Palestinian prob- 
lem, “he proposed autonomy is rejected by our people and elected leaders 
in the occupied territories. There is no better proof of that that what 
happened to the two mayors of Nablus and Ramallah. It is also rejected 

by the Palestinian people, wherever they may be, and by the PLO, which is 
the only legal representative of the Palestinian people. This being so, 
how could the Camp David principals continue their autonowy talks in 
behalf of the Palestinian people, in their absence and against their 

will? This is in addition to the fact that the nations of the European 
Common Market, the nations of the Third World and the nations of the 
Eastern Bloc believe that the American-Egyptian-Israeli accord is an 
invitation to more tension in the Middle East region. This has led to the 
insistence of the European Common Market nations on taking a position which 
calls for a more serious look at the heart of the conflict in the Middle 
East than is provided for under the Camp David Agreement, which is no more 
than an Egyptian-Israeli bilateral agreement. 


[Question] Some people believe that the Americans’ deeper look into the 
heart of the conflict in the Middle East is awaiting their election date 
in November, which temporarily paralyzes any American administration. 


[Answer] The problem with Carter's present administration is that it can 
only leok at matters from the point of view of Carter's reelection campaign. 
Assuming Carter was reelected, does this mean that ne would become ready 
durir ‘iis second term to take serious and firm action to implement the 
U.S. r solutions, especially Resolution No 6323 related to the right of 

the Palestinian people to decide their own fate, independence and return 

to their homeland? Experience with the Carter administration during the 
past few years proves that this is not feasible, and that the U.S. election- 
year excuse is but an old rejected excuse intended to gain time and cover 
the U.S. administration's failures and submissions to Israeli and Zionist 
group pressures. 


The fact that Carter's declaration, that “The PLO represents a fundamental 
part of the Palestinian people," was made in 1977, which was not an 
election year, proves my point. Carter withdrew his statement through 








biteditionl, lie Nablonal Security Counci! adviser, who recently bade 
"farewell to the PLO." The Soviet-American statement was not issued during 
an election year either, as it was made on | October 1977. Despite that, 
Carter personally withdrew it hours after its announcement. He had spent 

a whole night in New York talking to Moshe Dayan, This resulted in his 
issuing statements that contradicted the Soviet-American statement. An 
American working paper was later issued, eliminating any traces of the 
previous statement. 


[Question] But, there are some observers who assure us that any American 
president has more freedom and ability to act during his second term, in 
addition to the fact that international circumstances in the region have 
changed during the past 4 years, as reflected by the Iranian and Afghani 
incidents, which resulted in the United States having a hard time dealing 
with such difficult circumstances. The U.S. administration is now con- 
vinced of the necessity ot finding a homeland for the Palestinians. 
Wouldn't these factors pressure Carter to change his policies? 


[Answer] Relative to the first part of the question, that the second 

term of the presidency enables the U.S. president to accomplish more work, 
I would like to say that we were greatly misled by this idea all through 
the past years. I still believe that the story about first and second 
presidential terms is more of an excuse and a tactic that a political truth 
which imposes itself on the American president and limits his freedom. 


We do not forget, in this context, that the late President Eisenhower was 
opposed to the tripartite aggression on Egypt in 1956 while he was 
campaigning for his reelection. Someone may say that Eisenhower was 

a unique and military man. But I say let us look at all the years we 
have recently wasted on delusion, and forget about the distant past. 


When we were defeated in 1967, we were told that President Johnson was 
naturally anti-Arab, and that we must wait for a new president who can 
take a serious initiative. Republic Richard Nixon followed, defeating his 
opponent, Democrat Hubert Humphrey. Humphrey had more Jewish votes than 
Nixon did, which made some people highly optimistic about Nixon's ability 
tc restore peace and justice to the Middle East region. But as soon as 
Nixon took over the presidential responsibilities, we were told that he 
would be unable to carry out any action until after he had guaranteed 
himself another presidential term. The Watergate scandal followed, and 
Nixon was forced to resign. He was succeeded by Gerald Ford. We were 
told then that Ford was not an elected president, and that we must wait 
for an elected president. Then, in 1976, Carter was elected. He was 

the southern Democrat who represented new blood and religious piety after 
the Watergate scandal that shook up the American political society. 
Carter's last comedy was his embarrassing statement in which he withdrew 
his administration's vote in favor of the United Nations’ resolution 
related to the Israeli settlements. 

















(\Question|) You are saying that American policy has tricked us with its 
hopeless vicious circle, 


[Anewer| They even wanted to draw us into their vicious circle, They 
are still telling us that Carter will definitely take some action if he 
is reelected, I say that Carter's overall political actions do not imply 
that. 1 will even go beyond that and say: What if 70-year-old Republican 
Reagan was elected--a man who keeps repeating during his campaign that 

he will, if elected, recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Lerael, and 
that he would move the American embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem? In 
addition to his desperate struggle to make himself a pawn in Zionist and 
Israeli hands, Reagan announced that he may not, if elected, seek another 
term. This means that we have to wait for a new American president in 
1984 who cannot take any serious action relative to the Middle East 
conflict until the beginning of his second term, that is, in 1988. This 
is only if that president is reelected. If he is not reelected, then the 
story has no end. Based on this, I say that the first and second presi- 
dential terms story is an illusion which should no longer mislead us. 


This leads to the second part of the question. Several international 
changes have occurred since Carter became president, whether in Iran, 
Afghanistan, Somalia or Ethiopia, which changed and affected the existin,, 
political situation in our region. But, despite this, I do not agree 

with the opinion that this may lead Carter, if reelected, to take posi- 
tive steps toward the establishment of a Palestinian state. This analysis 
has another side, which is that the coming U.S. president, whoever he may 
be, may resort to the consolidation of Israel's position to implement an 
American concept that Israel is a fortress of democracy and an advanced 
stronghold for the protection of the region from Soviet infiltration. 





[Question] Does the detailed explanation of the mechanics of the U.S. 
administration mean that there is no hope in U.S. policy, and that any 
attempt at changing American position will fail? Also, what are the 
effective weapons the Arabs can use to confront this situation? 


[Answer| What can move the American administration, be it Carter's or 
Reagan's, is the Arab position. What is particularly meant by the Arab 
position is the emergence of an effective Arab logic that says: "If the 
U.S. president has an election year he has to take into account, we, the 
Arab rulers, also have an electorate, or a public (where no elections 
exist) constituency we have to bear in mind." 


As for effective weapons, I recall an incident which may be small in 
relation to the challenge we are faced with. Yet it is an important 
vital indicator of what this Arab "constituency" can represent. Fol- 
lowing the showing of "Death of a Princess," and the uproar that accom- 
panied it, Saudi Arabia was displeased and made the British ambassador 
feel that “his presence was no longer desirable." This was in addition 
to a Saudi official announcement disapproving of the film as it distorted 











the lelamic values and heritage, As a result, Lord Carrington, the 
British secretary of state for foreign affairs, made a statement unchar- 
acteristic of the usual manner of British diplomacy which produced the 
ambiguities of resolution No 242, Lord Carrington said quite clearly that 
he was sorry that the film was produced and shown, that he was also 

sorry about the deterioration of reletions with Saudi Arabia and that he 
hoped that these relations will be restored to normal. There is no doubt 
that Lord Carrington's statement was not influenced, in the first place, 
by the Saudi rulers’ feelings. It was made in the light of the British 
economic and petroleum interests in the Saudi kingdom, and the thousands 
of Britis) citizens who work there as businessmen or employees. White 
Hall officials must have no doubt asked themselves: "If the Saudi king- 
dom's anger can be so great over the showing of a film, how powerful would 
it be if the Saudis had to take collective economic and political action 
along with all the other Arabs, to recover the Palestinian people's 
rights?" TI use the word “collective” to indicate that the Arabs are able, 
if they collectively concentrate their energies, to impose their will on 
the West, regardless of the first or second presidential term idea. I 
see no use in utilizing petroleum as a weapon, if it is to compensate 

for the lack of unity of a nation, which is, unfortunately, the current 
Arab situation. 


For example, the 13 June issue of the LONDON TIMES published a half-page 
article (which is unusual for the Western press in general) by Abba Eban. 
The article's most important statement was that Europe's worry over Arab 
petroleum and money has the force of a nightmare which is the reason for 
the statement of the European Summit in Venice. There is no harm in 
Europe's looking after its economic interests with the Arabs. However, 
we have here another sign that Israel senses the danger of the Arab power 
which has started to make itself felt during European meetings at all 
levels. 


[Question] This is the first time that the Middle East crisis has become 
a strategic and vital issue during discussions of the Western nations. 

We are referring to the Venice Summit. Do you think this summit's 
decision in relation to the Palestinian problem is an opening for a just 
solution or is it a waste of time? 


[Answer] The European move is a positive move compared to the overall 
situation in Europe a few years ago. Anyone who follows the Western 
press will find plenty of articles dealing with the Palestinian problem, 
the PLO and the Venice Summit. We hope that Europe will be gradually 
liberated from American domination and later have a major and effective 
role in solving the Palestinian problem. 


This reminds me of my visit to Belgium a few months ago with brother Abu 
al-Lutuf on an official invitation, for the first time, from the Belgian 
minister of foreign affairs. During our discussions with them, I told 
the Belgian minister that the present Palestinian leadership, having 











taken the international balance of power into account, has realistically 
decided through a resolution of our highest legislative authority, the 
National Council, to establish a Palestinian state on the portions of 
Palestine which will be freed or from which the Israelis will withdraw. 

| added that this leadership is historically considered to be the most 
daring. Had my father, who served the Palestinian cause, been alive now, 
he would have accused me of treason, because I approve of this [moderate] 
Palestinian political line. The Belgian minister's reply was: "This 

is correct, But had your father bee alive, he would not have believed 
that you, as representatives of the PLO, are official guests of the 
Belgian minister of foreign affairs." 


9455 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


HEAD OF ARAB LEAGUE CALLS FOR AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR PEACE 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 28 Jun 80 pp 60-62 


/Article by Mukhtar Zuhayr: "On the First Anniversary of His Assumption 
of the League Secretariat, Klibi to AL-MUSTAQBAL: The European [Initiative 
Will Succeed Only with America's Agreement"'/ 


/Text/ Since his convictions as a man of the media state that one cannot 
deal with basic issues and meaningful dialogue behind desks or through 
obstinate stands, Chedli Klibi, since his election as secretary general of 
the League of Arab States, has chosen to have as his quasi-permanent of 
fice a seat in an airplane by which he moves about in shuttle fashion, 
rushing into numerous foreign capitals--some of which, in the past, were 
considered the monopoly of what was called the Zionist lobby. 





Since Pierre Aubert can be taken as a model of those who fit in this con- 
text, since he was president of the Swiss-Israeli Friendship Society be 
fore becoming foreign minister of Switzerland, Chedli Klibi went to talk 
with him and persuade him that we were in the right and that a Middle East 
peace from which the Swiss economy would benefit would not be achieved 
without the attainment of a just resolution to the Palestinian people's 
cause. 


Since Jerusalem is the center of gravity in the issue, Chedli Klibi went 

to the pope and told him "Jerusalem is a symbol of Palestinian sovereignty 
and the Moslems should have priority over others in supervising its shrines, 
since, unlike the others, they worship the other religious shrines there." 


Since unity has become a dream growing remote with each passing day, 
Chedli Klibi has started making efforts to bring this dream closer through 
a vital, basic approach--economic cooperation as remote as possible from 
political tumult. 


Since the 28th of this month (today) coincides with the passage of 1 year 
since he was chosen secretary general of the League of Arab States, we 
went to Chedli Klibi to hear him report on his achievements during 

this year. 














This conversation took place in his office in the humble League of Arab 
States building in Tunis. 


/Question/ This 28 June, one year will have elapsed since you were chosen 
secretary general of the League of Arab States. What priorities have you 
set out for your plan of action in the league and how do you evaluate this 
period of the league's activity in its new headquarters? 


/Answer/ Although this period has been short, it has been filled with sub- 
jects and concerns which were almost material at the outset, or were dom- 
inated by material aspects. Following its transfer from Cairo and its re- 
organization, we asked that the league have officials appointed to it and 
thac competent aides be sought for it. In addition to this, important, 
urgent political issues have been facing us, such as negotiations in the 
Camp David framework and the settlements on the bank. In spite of this, 
we have tried to create significant centers of gravity for new activity in 
the league context. 


Before anything else, we had to restore a normal course of activity to the 
league and its offices. This, thank God, has happened. League council 
meetings have been held regularly, and the lOth summit convened in Tunis. 
Thus, in its new form, the league has established proof that it enjoys 
good health and is able to bear the burdens of Arab affairs with full abil- 
ity and awareness. 


We have always wondered about the goals to which our efforts in this new 
form must turn. The fact is that these goals have been clear. 


The first thing we had to take charge of was the responsibility of partici- 
pating in the Arab struggle, especially the Palestinian cause. Therefore 
the league, through both the person of the secretary general and various 
delegations, performed urgent activity abroad, in order to make the exist. 
ence of the league felt in foreign arenas, have the Arab voice heard, and 
give Arab causes an adequate airing which would penetrate to people's 
minds--concentrating in particular on the Palestinian cause. 


This is what I have done, especially in my visit to Paris and the talks I 
held with French President Giscard D'Estaing and French Foreign Minister 
Mr Jean-Francois Poincet. This is what I discussed with Italian officials 
in Rome when I met the prime minister, Mr Cossiga, then, after thac, the 
foreign minister, Mr Colombo. It was also the point of emphasis when I 
met with his holiness the pope in the Vatican and talked to him about the 
Palestinian cause and the cause of Jerusalem, directing his attention to 
the struggle for freedom and stressing to him that it could not be sup- 
pressed. I told him, "You know this because you belong to a people who 
have been struggling for freedom for many long centuries. You know what 
indomitable revolutions which cannot be stifled by fire and iron repressed 
peoples break forth with.” When I talked to him about Jerusalem, I drew 
his attention to the fact that the Moslems should have priority over others 








in supervising ite shrines, since, unlike the others, they worship the 
other religious shrines in it, be they Jewish or Christian, in addition 
to their Lelamic shrines, while the Jews do not worship Christian or 
Moslem shrines, In addition, Jerusalem ie a symbol of Palestinian sov- 
ereignty, and thus dominance over it etire up Arab feelings. 


in New York, aleo, | met with Me Saunders, the American government repre- 
sentative and undersecretary of state, and dealt with the same subjects 
with him, 


The discussions each time included the issues of Lebanon, the irresponsi- 
bility of Leraeli policy and the leraeli aggression the Lebanese people 
were suffering from because of their aid to the Palestinian brethren, in 
addition to the Middle Bast issue and the issue of Palestine. 


| aleo had contacts in London with the foreign minister, Lord Carrington, 
Me Douglas Heard, and Mr Gilmore, We also talked in Vienna about the 
crisis of the Middle Bast, Lebanon and Palestine with Chancellor Kreisky, 
the Austrian minister of foreign affairs, and in Bern with President 
Chevallas and the federal chancellor, Pierre Aubert. 


All of these talke were aimed at persuading the Europeans we talked with 
that it was necessary to take an initiative, now that the failure of the 
Camp David policy had been established. I was speaking in these terms at 
the end of 1979, since it was not difficult to predict the failure of what 
were called the autonomy talks. I concentrated my statements on the ster- 
ility of the proposed autonomy, drawing the Buropeans' attention to the 
fact that the initiative which we were summoning them to take would help 
pave the way for a real peace which would guarantee the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people and thus restore tranquility to people's minds 
and confidence to their hearts, stressing that that would be the basic 
guarantee of peace in the region. 


This is what I will state in West Germany to Chancellor Schmidt and German 
officials. 


The second field of political action is firmly linked with the first one. 

it is related to Arab media policy. I have many times assumed the respon- 
sibility of minister of information in Tunisia and, by virtue of the pro- 

fession, have been in contact with journalists and world public opinion. 

I felt the complete lack of vitality, especially in the influential active 
areas, the European and American areas, which characterized Arab media in 
the foreign press. I was amazed at this phenomenon. In my dialogue with 
journalists I always referred to the fact that Arab issues were not under- 
stood in the proper manner, and that tat made foreign public opinion fail 
to sympathize with them or arrive at aw understanding of the spiritual and 
moral premises from which we proceed. 














For inetance it has been necessary for ue to focus our campalens on notions 
of adherence to freedom and the nation, and on asserting that the Palestin: 
lane constitute @ people and a national unity and are not 4 group of 
refugees who must be assimilated into some other Arab society, 


The words “Palestinian unity,” “Palestinian awareness” and “a Palestinian 
nation” are very important things, because, if we just speak about the 
Arab nation and the Arab people, the effect will be inadequate: foreign 
public opinion will reply to us, “You have broad areas in the Arab nation-- 
take the refugees and put use to rest with your problem,” 


One must draw attention to points of proper emphasis, among them the fact 
that the Palestinian people will never agree to be assimilated into anoth- 
er Arab people, a fact which must be underlined, because they are a 
people characterized by identities and particular features, possessing 4 
coherent unity and adherence to the Palestinian nation. Since foreigners 
consider adherence to the nation among the highest of values, we must ad- 
dress them in this language. 


This is an example of the thinking to which one must aspire. Therefore we 
have held many meetings to change the Arab media approach, both in New York 
and in league headquarters. We have in particular called for 4 symposium 
bringing together Arab media representatives, both Arabs living in the Arab 
nation and Arebs living as expatriates, as well as foreigners of Arab ex- 
traction who ucderstand the mentality of the American people. 


We are also intending to hold a symposium at the end of this year oriented 
toward the Latin American arena, so that we may carry out an intensified 
media campaign there. This we must also do with respect to Asia and Africa. 


We are now venturing to reorganize the media department and appoint new 
capable young people who have expertise, enthusiasm and effective ability, 
so that che agency which will supervise planning and implementation will 
be able to meet these grave responsibilities. 


/Quest ion/ As you pointed out, 26 May, the date for the conclusion of 
negotiations on autonomy, passed without result. What is your appraisal 
of these negotiations themselves’ 


/Answer/ All the people in the world want peace. We have been fighting 
more than 30 years for peace. However, we are fighting for a peace which 
is not based on humiliation, oppression and contempt. 


We want @ peace of dignity and a peace of freedom. Peace in the Middle 
East can be a peace of freedom only if the people in the region feel that 
they have not had their dignity violated. They will never feel that way 
as long as Israeli Zionist armies are squatting on the territory of 
Jerusalem and squatting on the occupied Arab lands and the Palestinian 
people are dispossessed and living in tents. Even if Palestinians live 


10 








in dignity and respect in an Arab country and have a job they can live 
with, they feel oppression deep down in tChempelves because they are not 

in their original country, We etate that a first nation ia something 
epecial and has @ special statue, Thus this peace cannot achieve security 
in people's spirite as long a8 groups of Arabs feel that their dignity 

has not been assured, 


We are not opposed to peace, However, we resist 4 peace which does not 
show consideration for Arab desires or the indomitable yearning of all 
members of the Palestinian people for a nation and a state, 


Unfortunately, we observe that the agreements attributed to Camp David 
have not brought thie basic aspiration about, What has been set out on 
the negotiating table between Lerael and Egypt is something elee, totally 
different from what the Palestinian masses aspire to. 


They are negotiating for something they have called autonomy, which is ad- 
ministrative rule that is of no concern to individuals, sovereignty or 
security, 


Therefore the date of 26 May does not in our opinion represent anything. 
Jerusalem, which the Arabs hold sacred, is outside the scope of the nego- 
tiations. In fact, we might be heading toward a situation which is more 
miserable than that we were in when we preserved partition in the formal 
sense: now the Knesset is thinking of merging the two sections and estab- 
lishing the Ieraeli capital in the heart of Jerusalem. 


Then we have the issue of the settlements which are being obstinately and 
insistently established every day, as if Iereael wanted to show contempt 
for the friend it is cooperating with. This pains us all, even consider- 
ing the feelings of our Egyptian brothers. However, we hope that the 
proper awareness will return to officials in Egypt so that they will re- 
store Egypt to its status within the Arab world at the heart of the Arab 
nation and to the status of leadership for the sake of joint Arab action 
which the statements of all Arabs are unanimous over. 


/Question/ There is news of a European initiative concerning the Middle 

East. To what extent in your opinion is this initiative serious, especi- 
ally since it might be separate from the United States of America, follow- 
ing the failure of the autonomy talks? 


/Answer/ The European initiative must be separate from America and in 
contact with it at the same time. it must be separate from it at first, 
when the initiative is adopted. Western Europe will adopt a group initia- 
tive aimed at helping the Palestinian people obtain their legitimate rights 
on the basis of a principle unanimously recognized in the world, the right 
of every people to self-determination. However, this initiative will be 
destined for success only if it is presented to America as a people, as a 
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public opanion, eo that Che American people will Lhen pul pressure on 
theie government to come up with the proper solution, 


I believe that if thie dnitciative makes good progress American public opin- 
ion will be in favor of it, For the most part the American people love 
peace and freedom Therefore, they may favor it to @ large degree, The 
Awerican government is pursuing a policy which is opposed to Arab inter: 
este, although, in consideration of the fact that it is one of the two big 
powers, it might desist in the face of potential dangers and accept the 
lesser of two evils, guaranteeing peace for the area and guaranteeing 
world peace in general, 


The European Initiatives 


/Question/ A Buropean appeal has been declared by the French president re- 
garding @ tripartite dialogue. What ie the Arab group's view regarding 
this appeal? How far has Arab-African cooperation gone, especially now 
when you will be receiving the secretary general of the Organization of 
African Unity? 


/Anewer/ It is true, I will be receiving the secretary general of the 
Organization of African Unity, and I have invited him to visit the league 
headquarters to conduct negotiations on means for stimulating Arab-African 
cooperation in all spheres. This cooperation is now taking place in a 
natural form in the economic sphere, as regards financial transfers, and 
the stipulated agreements have been implemented at a very high rate, ap- 
proaching 90 percent. 





However, a problem has arisen between us which I believe it is in our abil- 
ity to resolve swiftly, and that is the presence of Egypt in the ranks of 
the negotiating African delegations. We can find an appropriate solution 
for that, so that Arab-African cooperation can continue in a natural manner. 


In another area, we are in contact with the European group in an effort to 
renew what is known as the Arab-European dialogue. Some disruption oc- 
curred in this dialogue, and it has been suspended for a year. Following 
the league's transfer to Tunisia, I conducted a series of talks on ways to 
renew this dialogue. We have now reached the conviction, common to Arabs 
and Europeans, that it is in our capability to renew this dialogue in a 
manner satisfactory to both sides, since the obstacles which prevented 

the continuation of a balanced dialogue between the two groups have been 
eliminated. The Europeans have come to accept that the view should encom- 
pass all fields and have started to gravitate toward the conviction that 
it should resume at a responsible Level. 





Since there is urgent, concentrated cooperation between Arabs and Africans, 
between Arabs and Europeans, and between Europeans and Africans, the French 
president offered a proposel reflecting inter-connected interests whereby 
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trilateral meetings will be held rather than having the parties content 
thempelves with bilateral meetings, According to the information I have, 
the French government now is intending to dveeribe it to all parties con- 
cerned with the subject to ascertain their views on it. So far no pro- 
ceedings have taken place in the Arab context on that subject, and we have 
not been in discussion with our African friends. Therefore, we must wait 
a while further to arrive at a clearer view, 


/Question/ You referred to the importance of economic action, It is well 
known that an Arab economic summit will meet next November. For some time 
the Arab League has been preparing for this conference; what are the broad 
outlines of the Arab economic plan’? 


/Anewer/ In our view the principle of preparing a first Arab economic 
plan represents a historic turning point in joint Arab action, It ex- 
presses a sound selection of a planning method and reliance on it in de- 
termining the courses of joint Arab action in accordance with scientific 
objective rules, in accordance with an interpretation of events and a view 
of the future. 


The Arab Economic and Social Council's recognition of the principle of the 
nationwide nature of the plan, the binding nature of some of its sections, 
and the need to provide materials which will guarantee its implementation 
have been proof of the seriousness of the efforts of those in charge of 
political decisions to strengthen the economic field and view it as a 
sound takeoff point toward Arab solidarity. 


The Arab economic plan contains a number of major goals which one can sum- 
marize as the attainment of national security through economic development. 
Economic and social development can only be attained in a context of 
national security. One cannot speak of guaranteeing national security 
without a broad, firm, advanced, diversified production base and expanding 
economic activity. 


A group of other goals will be realized in the context of these two broad 
goals, such as the consolidation of Arab ecen>cic integration, reduction 
of the development gap among countries in che Arab family, a reduction of 
subordination of all kinds, and effective Arab participation in the estab- 
lishment of a new international economic order. In view of the Limited 
character of Arab resources, the brief time span of the plan and the pres- 
ence of Arab demands and basic requirements, it was necessary that nation- 
al plan priorities be spelled out. Therefore, emphasis has been placed on 
the priority of national security, self-sufficiency in foodstuffs and tech- 
nological self-sufficiency. 


I would like to refer in particular to the issue of self-sufficiency in 
food .ad the seriousness of food dependence, since that represents one of 
the crucial challenges facing the Arab nation. From the standpoint of 
food, the Arab nation constitutes the most dependent area in the world 




















and the one which is moet deeply immersed in that dependency, It relies 

on food luports tor more than half its requirements, All Arab countries 
without exception are considered dependent on food imports, with differ- 
ences in the degree of dependence, The gravity of thie situation is appar- 
ent when one views the two following factors: 


Firet, the whole world will be facing a serious food problem and serious 
competition for food resources in coming years in the course of which the 
Arab world might not be able to acquire ite share of food, even if it has 
the financial resources, 


Second, the world food market is a monopolistic market dominated by a small 
group of countries which have not hesitated to wield the use of the food 
weapon against developing countries. 


It ie strange that we have not yet grasped the seriousness of this chal- 
lenge and have not marshalled efforts to confront it. The situation is 
that the Arab world, with its tremendous land, water, human and financial 
resources, is able to attain a high degree of self-sufficiency and rid it- 
self of subordination to famine, with all the threate and dangers that 
entails, 


/Question/ The conference will also discuss the subject of the new chart- 
er which the secretariat general is preparing. What is new in this charter’? 


/Answer/ There are many new things in the charter, but the most important 
thing is that it hopes to establish new work habits, proceeding from a new 
mentality. We believe, before all else, that every Arab country is sov- 
ereign but is not foreign to the rest. There is a national solidarity and 
Link since the countries share language, religion, culture and history, 
all of which have created firm bonds. Therefore, whether we like it or 
not, we are in a state of solidarity. 


We mst change the countries’ relations with one another, in the context 
of the league, so that it will be feasible for us to become a group with a 
common attitude which will grant priority to the national interest over 
other considerations. This is what the charter stipulates, in particular 
when it ascribes importance to economic matters and to the efforts the 
countries are exerting in these fields and when it points out that the 
countries must sometimes accept unanimous decisions. This means that we 
must accept in advance that things exist among us which connect us all and 
that we cannot abandon them for a given reason. 


There are also some new initiatives in the treatment of organization and 
coordination between the secretariat general and the various Arab organiza- 
tions, with the goal of making them mutually supportive, interconnected 

and coordinated, and avoiding room for deficiencies or competition. Here 
some new instruments also exist which circumstances have required for re- 
solving legal problems and political problems instead of resorting to the 
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United Nations or international legal departments, Thus we will be stay: 
ing within an Arab tramework and knocking on the Arab door rather than 
other doors, 


/Question/ You cecently made visite to a number of European countries, 
most recently to Switzerland and Italy. What are the results of these 
visite as far as the Middle Bast issue and general and the Palestinian is- 
sue in particular go? 


/Anewer/ I referred to that at the beginning of the conversation, Here 

I will content myself by reviewing the recent visit I made to Switzerland. 
That was important, not from the standpoint of urgent results but from the 
standpoint of the political climate I contributed to generating between 

the Swiss Confederation Government and Arab issues, I held a long conver- 
sation with the foreign minister of Switzerland; you should realize that 
before entering the government he was chairman of the Israeli-Swiss Friend- 
ship Society. However, he is liberal and intelligent and has a good capac- 
ity for understanding issues. Without a doubt he has had meetings with 
Arab leaders. I believe that I have to some extent contributed to making 
him I should not say sympathize with Arab issues--I believe that he can 
now imagine and accept these issues with a more receptive heart than be- 
fore and with a heart more conscious than before of the emotional and in- 
tellectual premises the Arab causes possess. 


It was an opportunity to meet many personalities in Switzerland and to con- 
duct discussions on a group of issues which concern us. I met the presi- 
dent of the Red Cross organization and talked with him about the occupied 
territories, the harsh treatment the Palestinians there are receiving and 
the oppression and banishment to which some leaders are being exposed. I 
described to him this policy which is aimed at creating a vacuum in these 
areas so that it will be possible for Zionist settlers to usurp them, which 
is contraty to the Geneva accords. It was an opportunity to hold a meeting 
with groups of journalists, and I believe that this dialogue with the 
journalists was productive. 


Lebanon and Iran 





/Question/ Regarding the situation in Lebanon, which is still tense in 
spite of efforts which have been made, efforts are now being made to re- 
vive the followup committee; what are your expectations concerning the 
future of the situation? 


/Answer/ I am surprised that talk is taking place on reviving the follow- 
up committee. The followup committee exists and is an agency which the 
countries have placed at the disposal of the Lebanese government to help 
it when necessary. 


The president of the Lebanese state is the one who has the powers to con- 
vene this committee when he considers it appropriate. Moreover, the 
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situation in Lebanon cannot be good because Israel insists on holding 
Lebanon to blame for everything the Palestinians do within the occupied 
territories, even if the acts do not come from within Lebanese soil, as 
has been the case for more than a year, The Palestinian resistance has 
organized its ranks inside the occupied territories and is conducting its 
activity in the heart of Israel in a spontaneous, independent manner, How 
ever, each time [Israel insists on taking revenge against the Lebanese 
people and the Palestinians present on Lebanese soil, This is a situation 
we have often called to the attention of international public opinion. We 
have sought the aid of the United Nations and have directed numerous ap- 
peals to Mr Kurt Waldheim, who, it muse be acknowledged, is performing a 
courageous job in coping with the situation. However, Israel is obstinate 
and is not obeying or listening to the United Nations’ statements, although 
the situation is that the United Nations is the reason for its existence. 
We must state that the major countries which have influence on Israel, 
especially America, have responsibility. President Carter can compel 
Israel to stop aggression against this isolated people, against this model 
society in which two groups which have rarely been joined outside Lebanon, 
the Christian group and the Moslem group, have become united. I believe 
that the contents of President Sarkis' speech constitute a worthy basis 
for a point of emphasis. All the efforts which he has offered for nation- 
al reconciliation basically will guarantee that the statements of Lebanese 
will become unanimous once again and that enthusiasm, abnegation, and sin- 
cerity toward the model society which existed there and can be rebuilt 
with a new spirit will be inspired in them again. 


/Question/ Mr secretary general, there is some tension in relations be- 
tween Iran and some Arab countries, especially as regards the issue of the 
three islands. What is your excellency's opinion on this issue and ho. do 
you envision the future of Arab-Iranian relations? 


/Answer/ As far as relations between Iran and the Arab countries go, I 
would prefer to talk about the future. I believe that this future can on- 
ly be fraternal, because the Arab countries bordering on Iran are Islamic 
ones and the revolution existing in Iran is an Islamic revolution which 
aspires to rebuild Iranian society on foundations arising from the Islamic 
religion and Islamic values. That in general is a matter over which Iran 
and the Arab countries can only concur. Therefore in general we feel 
Sympathy with principles and aspirations of the Iranian revolution. We 
hope that Iranian officials will be able to pass beyond this period of 
their revolution safely and that Iranian-Arab relations will be founded 

on Islamic bases. 


/Question/ More than one initiative has appeared with respect to the 
restoration of Tunisian-Libyan relations, in Lagos and in Afghanistan. 
What is the secretariat general's position on restoring these relations 
to normal? 
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/Answer/ The meetings which have occurred, between the Tunisian prime 
minister and the Libyan foreign minister in Lagos, and the Libyan and 
Tunistan foreign ministers in Islamabad, represent a positive step. It 
would be wise for us to let relations between the two countries develop 
normally and be concentrated on sound foundations. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


VARIOUS ELEMENTS MOVE TOWARD COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 28 Jun 80 pp 12-24 


/Article by Nabil Khalifah;: "Cover Story: The Scenario for a 1981 Solu- 
tion--a United Arab Kingdom?"'/ 


/Text/ The visit King Husayn made to the United States is to be consid- 
ered the most important political stop in the Middle East issue since the 
Camp David agreements. It is occurring not just as if it was a response 
to an invitation from the American government, but as if it was an invita- 
tion from, and to, everyone concerned with the area's issues to review ac- 
counts, face positions, and coordinate "initiatives," in preparation for 
bringing the situation out of the bottleneck, or, more correctly, from 

the mouth of the volcano! In the current circumstances, King Husayn rep- 
resents the common denominator to the greatest and most numerous countries, 
positions and groups: in the international sphere, he enjoys good rela- 
tions with Europe and America and the Soviets view him with respect. In 
the Arab and Islamic context he is sought after and desired in the context 
of organizations, persons and countries in the context of general politic- 
al positions, in the context of the kingdom's geographic situation, and in 
the context of history and international law in relations between the 
Hashemite Kingdom and the Palestine cause. 





Therefore, in Washington, King Husayn was talking to President Carter in 
the name of everyone though he was not bearing a proxy from anyone. 


More important than that, the Hashemite king, in his Arab, Islamic geo- 
graphical and historic circumstances, could perhaps be the requisite key 
for getting everyone out of the major dilemma in which the Middle East 
issue has placed them: 


The United States is in the dilemma of Camp David: it does not want to 
withdraw and cannot advance. Egypt is in the dilemma of Arab and Islamic 
isolation: it cannot emerge, or does not want to emerge, from the policy 
of "peace," and cannot compel Israel to accept a minimum of Arab rights. 
Israel is in the dilemma of armed peace: 
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On the front of revolucionaries in the bank and che strip; 
On the front of the economy, which is almost bringing it to bankruptcy, 


On the front of the letter of the Torah, which is killing Begin and his 
triends; 


And on the front of a historic intuition of a lack of security and con- 
fidence, 


The perseverant Arabs are in the dilemma of differentiating: between 
what they can do and accept and what they cannot do and cannot accept. 


The moderate Arabs are in a dilemma of gaining a minimum so that that will 
not disappear from their hands; all the limits, from top to bottom, are in 
their hands, 


The Liberation Organization is in the dilemma of reconciling Arabs with 
Arabs with foreigners, the rifle with politics, the Palestinian nature of 
the revolution with the Arabhood of the organization, the radicalism of 
the political plan with the realism of the political act! 


Europe is in the dilemma of oil, inflation and balance and political inde- 
pendence in its international relations. 


The Soviet Union is in the dilemma of its special view of the existence 
of Israel, “the state and the entity," the dilemma of its gamble on the 
Arab regimes, and the dilemma of its “share” of Central Asia and the Gulf, 
and the extent to which that is reflected on the volume of its "share" in 
the Middle East. 


They are all benefiting from the continuing crisis and they are all being 
damaged by its results. Each group is trying to obtain the greatest pos- 
sible gains and pay the least possible losses; thus, the threads of the 
game seem to be in everyone's hands, but at the same time not in anyone's 
hands. 


Where are things heading now? Are the harbingers of a possible "solution" 
on the horizon? 


The blunt answer is that there is no certain "proof" of the existence of 

a solution but that indications allow one to describe the scenario for a 
solution. The scenario is a particular concept of particular occurrences 
which may happen or may not happen. The most preferable scenario is the 
one which incorporates imagination and fact so that everything will appear 
as if it were actual reality. In spite of that, there is scope for a num- 
ber of scenarios, not just one, because while countries and peoples are 
usually reticent about their real goals they cannot hide the prominent 
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features and expressive indications which reveal some aspects governing 
these goals and orientations. 


In spite of that, the conception of the scenario of a solution bearing on 
the Middle East now points to three successive stages: 


The stage of crystallization, the stage of concentration and the stage of 
resolution, 


First, the stage of crystallization, which is going on now: In this stage 
there is a clear orientation on the part of all parties concerned with 
Middle East issues to crystallize their positions in the international and 
Arab contexts. 


In the Arab context, positions have been crystallized or are in the pro- 
cess of being crystallized in five basic frameworks: 


The Palestinians: among them, an obvious tendency toward radicalism has 
become apparent: political radicalism at the latest FATH conference and 
the resolutions it issued, and revolutionary radicalism in the events 
which occurred, still are occurring, and could occur in the West Bank. 


The perseverance front: this arises from the positions and the tone of 
the joint Syrian-Palestinian declaration, which was tantamount to an open 
letter first to the United States and second to King Husayn, who is on a 
visit to America (the content of this message: no to half-solutions while 
we are here), and the resolutions of the Tripoli conference held this week 
concerning various Arab issues, including the decision to stand against 
Israel, the West and some other Arabs. 


The moderate Arabs: Their position has settled on two things--adherence 
in principle to a minimum of Palestinian and Arab rights as approved by 
the Baghdad conference and the effort to attain these rights by reaching 
understanding with the west, not by clashing with it, and by integrating 
interests with the West, not by opposing them. 


The Egyptian position: So far this has been characterized by two dis- 
tinguishing features: a radicalism in its position which has reached the 
point of challenging other Arabs, and a firm adherence to a basic platform 
and orientation toward peace within the frameworks the Camp David agree- 
ments spelled out and from which there is no scope for regression in terms 
of "principle." This radicalism could reach the point of the use of force: 
At the same time, there is a new flexibility, represented by the opening 
toward the European initiative--"after" it was announced. This "receptiv- 
ity'’ to the European initiative is an assertion that the Egyptian authori- 
ties have lost some or much of the hope they had pinned to the "spirit" of 
Camp David: consequently the entry of Europe as a new force in the balance 
alongside the Arab will, for the sake of a balanced solution, constitutes 
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a need as far as the Egyptians are concerned, It is a new element exert- 
ing pressure to help arrive at a "just" peace without eliminating the 
borders of that peace as they exist on the Egyptian side up to now. 


King Husayn: His position has settled on two considerations: realism in 
viewing Palestinian, Arab, Israeli and international conditions, and con- 
sideration for the notion of Arab solidarity, the importance of the 
Palestinian presence on both banks, the importance of Arab aid to Jordan, 
and abandonment of factional position for the sake of reconciliation, 
abandonment of the position of axis for that of common denominator, and 
abandonment of the position of a battle of slogans for that of providing 
what is necessary, with, by and for all. 


In the Israeli context: There are two tendencies which are distinct from 
one another but not contradictory: Begin, the Likud, and Zionism which is 
radical in its position and conception of the territory and security of 
Israel and consequently the actual or practical retention of the bank and 
the exercise of the veto over the Palestinian state and the Liberation 
Organization, and the Labor Party, which is prepared to negotiate with 
Jordan over the destiny of the bank and the strip although it is in agree- 
ment with the Likud in emphasizing Israeli security guarantees. 


Internationally: there are three major forces: 


The United States: it is committed, Democrats and Republicans alike, to 
the Camp David agreements as a basis for peace in the Middle East, but it 
does not object in principle to any initiative which might help, supple- 
ment or modify these agreements, provided it does not cancel them, ignore 
them or detract from their main outlines. The United States, however, is 
also committed to its economic and vital interests, so it is concerned 
with reconciling its feelings of commitment to Israel with its interests 
of commitment to the Arabs. 


The Soviet Union: its position is plain--no real solution in the Middle 
East without the agreement of the Soviet Union, no real peace in the 
Middle East without the aid of the Soviet Union, no real progress toward 
a solution or peace without the participation of the Soviet Union. 


Europe: After the Venice conference of the Buropean Common Market count- 
ries, the European position became crystallized within the following lines: 


A. An increasing European feeling that Arab and European interests are 
interconnected. 


B. A clear European tendency to play a greater, perhaps basic role in 
achieving peace in the Middle East. 


21 














C. A Buropean perception of the difficulty of performing this role be- 
cause of the special nature of the bilateral struggle between the two 
giants in the Middle East. 


D. An effort to create a solution, or the entree to a solution, by reach- 
ing understanding with the major groups and forces, not by conflicting 
with them. 


E. The use of European political, historic and geographic capabilities 

to persuade the two parties to the dispute, first, and the two superpow- 
ers, second, of the need to arrive at and accept a balanced resolution 
founded on mutual recognition of the Palestinians’ and Israelis’ political 
and legal state of affairs within a formula which will preserve the secur: 
ity of the Israelis and the Arabhood of the Palestinians. 


Second, the stage of concentration. The gist of this is that the major 
forces in the world, and local forces in the Middle East, are currently 

in a state of political befuddlement. The reason for that is that in the 
coming months the authorities in most of these countries will be facing a 
domestic political test through elections. The United States is on the 
verge of presidential elections this year and France will be on the verge 
of presidential elections next year. West Germany is in a climate of par- 
liamentary elections and the Soviet Union is now in the process of elect- 
ing its central leaders. Some people expect that the Soviet leaders will 
be faced with a hard test following the Afghan adventure and what has been 
said about the disappearance of Ustinov, the minister of defense and strong 
man of the Soviet Union, the extent of the relationship between that and 
the struggle between the hawks and doves in the Soviet structure, and the 
question whether Ustinov, well known for his severity, opposed the offer 
of concessions to the West on the subject of Afghanistan, which Brezhnev 
considered necessary as a gift to French President D'Estaing for his in- 
dependent position in the Western alliance. 


Some people go so far as to say that the Soviets are now prepared to facil- 
itate the French president's task regarding any balanced vesolution he may 
propose for the Middle East issue. 


Israel itself is no longer far away from the atmosphere of elections, in 
which, statistics indicate, the Likud party will be the main loser. The 
Arab world is "coordinating" its domestic conditions, sometimes through 
civil wars, sometimes through the danger of regional war, and at other 
times through the tightening grip of all authorities over the reins of pow- 
er, because, in the current conditions of the Arab world, it is out of the 
question that any Arab country should remain aloof from discovering two 
things: the amount of real power each Arab government enjoys in govern- 
ment and among the people and the amount of real, practical commitment to 
its declared positions on such Arab issues as those of Palestine and 
Lebanon. 
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Thitd, the stage of resolution. If we want to summarize Arab, leraeli 
and international positions on the Middle Bast issue, we find that they 
may be listed under three basic categories: the extremist, the middle- 
of the road and the moderate, We aleo find that all the issues on whic 
negotiation te taking place and in which solutions have been reached are 
those in whieh the middle-of the road solutions dominate over the extrem: 
let and moderate ones. On these grounds, the scenario set forth for the 
Middle Bast crisis posite that four axes or personalities will play a 
basic role in crystallizing this balanced middle-of-the road solution to 
the Middle Bast crisis: 


The European duality of D'Betaing and Schmidt, which enjoys special atten- 
tion in Burope, has established reasonable relations with America and in- 
spires special interest from Russia. 


Chancellor Bruno Kreisky, as the link between the Middle East, Arabs and 
Jews. 


King 'usayn, a8 an Arab common denominator. 

Shimon Peres, or some say Yitzhak Rabin, as the one who understands 
Israel's destiny in the light of “options” for the future, not in the 
light of “prophecies” in the past. 

What will this resolution consist of? 

Observers remind one that since the June 1967 War, King Husayn has sunmmar- 
ized his position on the issue in one sentence, which he has repeated on 
more than one occasion and which has become a basis for Jordan's policy 
vis-a-vis the Palestin.an issue. He stated: “Israel has to choose between 
territory and peace but it will never be able to retain both." 

Therefore peace in exchange for the return of territory! 

To Whom, however, will che territory return: 


The anewer: to its legitimate owners. 


Question: who are its legitimate owners’ 





The answer: The Liberation Organization, on the basis of the legitimacy 
of the gun, and Husayn, on the basis of the Legitimacy of international law. 


The resolution lies in an quasi-totel return of the bank and the strip, 

and the linkage of the two to a certain legitimacy, a mixture of the Lib- 
eration Organization's “Palestinian” legitimacy and King Husayn's “Arab” 
legitimacy, on condition that that new legitimacy not threaten the “lawful- 
ness” of the Ieraeli presence. 
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People recall the plan King Wusayn declared on 15 March 1972 whieh he 
termed the “United Arab Kingdom Plan.” However, the plan was buried at 
that time between the sorrowful evente of 1970 and the liberation war of 
1973, and it lost many of the features of seriousness and realiem at a 
time of pain, bitterness and lose of confidence, However, it now could be 
propounded in modified form as an action paper on the negotiating table 
for the sake of an international agreement on Palestine. 


Very optimistic people say that even if Lerael accepts what we have not 
considered it possible to accept, any solution of that type will be a 
partial one because it will raise the problem of Palestinians existing in 
the Arab countries and the settlement and partition plans which will arise 
from that, 


The optimists themselves say that the dispute will arise in any solution 
if its proponents try to emphasize the “Arabisation" of the Palestinians, 
either in the type of regime they propose for the bank and the strip or in 
the type of residence they propose for Palestinians in other Arab count- 
ries, in order to assimilate the basic Palestinian identity, over which an 
existential struggle is now occurring. Doesn't that involve an interpre- 
tation of Kissinger's statement: settling the Palestinians in the Arab 
countries will turn the Palestinian cause into an Arab one’ 


This is just a scenario, and nothing more! 

There is more than one scenario, and more than one Likelihood. 

There is more than one body which is trying to coordinate efforts, concen- 
trate pressures and encourage proponents of peace to stay in power, attain 
power or depart from power. 


There are bodies which as a tentative alternative solution to thwart the 
other one, are trying to make the Arab world explode. 


lowever, no one must forget that there is 4 group which sneers at aii 
these solutions and is satisfied only by what the rifle can impose. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 


ARABS CRITICIZED FOR NOT ADHERING TO BOYCOTT OF EGYPT 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 23-29 Jun 80 pp 14-15 
[Article by H. Z. : “Zdonist Infiltration Through Open Door Cont inues!") 


[Text] In the Jordanian capital thie coming July, the Arab ministers of 
finance and economy will re-examine the resolutions of the Arab boycott of 
the Egyptian regime and Israel. 


At the Baghdad conference, which was held in response to the Camp David 
agreement, the Arab leaders adopted a resolution distinguishing between 
the Egyptian regime and the Egyptian people, leaving gaps and leaks which 
this article will try to cast light on. 


Because of the seizing of 50 Americans in Teheran, the United States did 
not content itself with boycotting Iran economically, but went further and 
pressured its western allies, as well as Japan, to blockade and boycott 
Iran as well. 


Because of the Soviet military presence in Afghanistan, or for the sake of 
saving Kabul from imperialist intervention, meaning Moscow, Washington 
boycotted the Olympic games, and then applied numerous means of persuasion 
on capitale under ite influence in the “Free World” to get them to join 
the bandwagon of its boycott, disregarding the theoretical dist inct ion 
between politics and war and the pinnacle of athletic activity as repre- 
sented by the Olympiad. 


In order to prevent the annihilation of the Palestinian people, and to 
stop its being uprooted from its land through the murder or deportation of 
its leaders or their being blown up in automobiles or having their legs 
amputated, the Arab League has fundamentally worked to boycott Israel. 


The two boycotts differ in all their causes, but they are alike in their 
common failure to be decisive enough to achieve their required ends. This 
is known by Washington, London, Paris, Bonn and Rome, as well as by 
Damascus, Baghdad, Tripoli, Riyadh, ‘Amman, Algiers and Beirut. 
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In a press interview published in Beirut on 1 June, Commissioner General 

of the leraeli Boycott Office Dr Nurallah described the boycott of American 
companies as “primarily a political matter.” He also described the Arab 
airline companies’ boyeott of Egypt «6 a matter “under study,” even though 
more than a year and a half has pas ed since the Baghdad resolutions were 
issued, 


The western european information agencies (which are relatively free from 
state control) aleo threw some bright Light on the decision to boysott Iran 
economically, describing it ae a “political decision" first of all, a 
strategic decision secondly, and finally as an economic-oil decision. Mean- 
while, Norman Reese, a commentator for London's independent television net- 
work ITV, questioned the benefit of the United Kingdom's becoming entangled 
in thie dilemma, since the merchants in the UAE, as well as those in 

Bahrain and Qatar, are purchasing huge shiploads of foodstuffs and non- 

food items for Iran, and are then reselling them to Iranian merchants, after 
shifting them to their sailing vessels and small ships. 


The Arab boycott is a political decision requiring summit conferences and 
meetings of the Arab League council, Arab finance and economy ministers, 
and boycott officials, in addition to Arab chambers of commerce, industry 
and agriculture, and then supportive resolutions taken by unions and popu- 
lur organizations, not to mention recommendations by the Internat ional 
Confederation of Arab Trade Unions. Because of all these meetings, resolu- 
tions, and recommendations, such work remains subject to leaks, commotions, 
gaps, disruption, delays and procrastination, unless there is intervention, 
mediation, participation and management. 


At the Baghdad conference, which was held at an urgent Iraqi initiative to 
oppose the Camp David agreements, the conferees--most of whom had decision- 
making powers--decided to boycott the Egyptian regime. They also resolved 
to make a distinction between the Egyptian “regime” and the Egyptian "man." 


Therefore, the defect in the boycott strategy crept in through this de- 
cision to distinguish between the regime and the individual, and the "men- 
tality” of the defeated Anwar al-Sadat infiltrated it. In Egypt, the de- 
cision was exploited in his favor, whereas it was to have been a weapon to 
be used, domestically, against him, to hasten increased pressure on him 
and to increase the blows to his basically sick heart, preparatory to get- 
ting rid of him and his regime. 


In the name of zeal for the Egyptian man--which is our patriotic duty--and 
adherence to a position of rejection--which is his patriotic dut y--rejec- 
tion of al-Sadat's Jerusalem visit, the Camp David agreements, the capitu- 
latory policies and the exchange of embassies, ambassadors, ministers and 
delegations,and all stages of the negotiations fo- forcing the Palestinians 
into autonomy, brainwashing their leaders, and if they rebel and rise up, 
deporting them or cutting off their legs--and in the name of love for the 
Egyptian man and his exemption from the boycott, Egyptian films, most of 














them by actors and actresses who supported al-Sadat's surrender to Lerael, 
are being shown in Arab cinemas, and advertised in Arab leftist papers, 
bringing to the treasury of the regime there a phenomenal amount of money 
with which al-Sadat buys arme from the United States, which he uses to 
suppress the uprising of the Egyptians againat him, to provoke Egypt's 
neighbors, and to save regimes rejected by the oppressed people of the 
black continent around him. 


In the name of solicitude for the Egyptian people and the lack of hard 
information about the difference between ite interests, which can be dam- 
aged, and the interests of "Mr ‘Abidin Palace and hie wife," and the in- 
terests of the public of private sector parties--companies, organizations 
and individuals--cooperating with him, the Sadatist information agencies 
are infiltrating Arab and international public opinion, either directly, 
through ite official newspapers, or indirectly, through Arab newspapers 
sheltering under the umbrella of “moderation” or "“non-alignment" or “non- 
commitment." It describes the necessary appeal for a clear line for deal- 
ing with al-Sadat's Egypt ae a disruptive blow to the Arab ranks, and a 
rending of their solidarity, as if what Anwar al-Sadat did was not dis- 
ruptive, rending or treacherous. In fact, the moderate, non-aligned and 
non-committed press is exaggerating thie clear stand, describing it as 

“a most agonizing persecution of relatives." At the same time, in AL- 
HAWADITH No. 1190, the late Salim al-Lawzi asked the reason behind the 
Arab boycott of the songe and music of Muhammad 'Abd-al-Wahhab, forget- 
ting that he received the rank of honorary general from Anwar al-Sadat 
after his visit to Jerusalem. Al-Lawzi also called on the Arabs to show 
more regard and respect for Egyptian culture and art, Like Germany and 

the Allies during the two world wars. They did not--writes al-Lawzi--eli- 
minate the study of Shakespeare poems in Berlin, nor did they forbid 
listening to Beethovensymphonies in London. Here he is comparing the 3,000- 
year historical Arab struggle against the Hebrews to stop their control of 
the land and their extermination of the Palestinian people to the First 
and Second World Wars, which basically broke out because of the race to 
control world markets. When the east and the west came to understand 
“spheres of influence” under the auspices of international accord and the 
fear of the nuclear holocaust, they began to solve their problems by get- 
ting together in a conference or meeting. The American and Soviet giants 
got together to re-draw the maps of their spheres of influence without 
war, occupation, the annihilation of a people, or their forced migration 
or expulsion. 


“ore then a year after the decision to boycott the regime of Anwar al-Sadat, 
it is obvious that some of the participants in the Baghdad summit were not 
at that time dedicated to plunging into the details of this boycott, as 
indicated by the fact that even now most Arab nations are still dealing with 
Cairo (officially) in economic, tourism, transport and cultural matters. 

Not to mention the claims of Egyptian Defense Minister Ahmad Sadawi, broad- 
cast and published in Cairo on 29 July, which gave us the good news that 














officers from some Arab countries are atill being trained in Egypt, a 
stone's throw from the leraeli embassy, and that there are Egyptian in- 
structors now in some of those countries, 


In thie context there should be mentioned the “presence” in Egypt of Arab 
banks affiliated with states which signed the agreement to boycott the 
Egyptian regime, as well ae the serious dealing with Egypt by Arab airline 
companies and their help in transporting tens of thousands of Egyptians 
and Arabe to and from the banks of the Nile, carrying with them hundreds 
of millions in various types of hard currencies, strengthening the Egyptian 
balance of payments and achieving stability for the Egyptian pound, 


There is also the question of educational and cultural cooperation, as 
embodied in the agreement announced in Cairo between Egypt and North Yemen, 
according to which Egypt will supply San'a' with more than 3,800 teachers 
and educational experts over the next 2 years, in addition to providing 

20 study grants for North Yemeni students at Egyptian universities. 





This question ought to be viewed in the context of diplomatic relations be- 
tween Cairo, and San'a', severed ever since the signing of the Egyptian- 
leraeli peace treaty last year. 


With respect to air transport with Egypt, the commissioner general of the 
Israeli Boycott Office said in his report, “It is still under study." But 
he was optimistic that “the finance and economy ministers’ conference which 
will meet this July in the Jordanian capital will not occupy itself with 
this topic alone, but will also deal with air and land transport as it 
exists after the conditions created by Anwar al-Sadat when he “normalized” 
his relations with Israel. 


But Commissioner General Dr Nurallah, although he complains to the Arabs 
about "the lack of precise, adequate data with respect to Egyptian companies 
and individuals dealing with Israel"(!), forgets to point out that there 
are about 20 Arab embassies in every capital in the world, if we exclude 
the al-Sadat and Qabus embassies, and he forgets the actual presence of 
Arab chambers of commerce in various world capitals and their search for 

the “desired precise information.” Finally, he also forgets how widely 
spread the Arabs are--businessmen, laborers, students, parties and organi- 
zations. 


One of the patriotic duties of these organizations and these widely dis- 
persed Arabs is to provide the boycott agencies with this precise date, 
not just about Egyptian personalities and companies dealing with Israel, 
as the commissioner general desires, but in general about everyone who 
extends a hand to deal and cooperate with the enemy. 


The rulings of the Arab boycott of Israel provided for guaranteeing agree- 
ments for the sale of petroleum to purchasing states, so as to prevent 
them from directly or indirectly re-exporting any quantity of oil to Israel. 
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They also provided for requiring companies active in the trade and market- 
ing of ofl to obtain similar contracts, as well as stressing the need to 
oblige the purchaser to not send the petroleum through leraeli pipelines. 


States and companies have observed these rulings, but not individuals, 

who handle the sale of petroleum and deal with it through brokerages, 
marketing and commissions, Their fortunes amount to several billions, 
which they reinvest in banks which give them freedom of movement and specu- 
lation, and freedom to invest in any manner they wish. Since the 1973 war 
and the cuteoff of oil to the United States, western Europe and Japan, 
there has appeared in the Arab world a clase of “oil merchants" who may 
belong to various Arab states but who are united in the pursuit of the 
energy trade. They buy and sell to and from the United States, and they 
deal and exchange to and from Western Europe. They cannot be described as 
4 state or a company, and therefore the rulings of the Arab boycott of 
Israel cannot be applied to them. Or, to change the subject, the rulings 
of the boycott of the Egyptian regime. 


These “dealers” are the stars of Arab society in western Europe and the 
United States. Their news and pictures are given only to the pick of the 
press and the journalists. They boycott statute does not encompass them, 
and the battle between the Arabs and Israel and Anwar al-Sadat does not 
concern them. The airports of the world are open to their "private" 
airplanes. If they feel that their oil profits are not enough, they in- 
crease them by banking, real estate or tourist activities. If they don't 
pursue the “energy” trade, they sell arms to all the combatants. 


A boycott is basically a political decision. 


It is so in our world, as it is in the capitalist and the Marxist worlds. 
However, in our world, in spite of the political nature of the decision, 

it is subject to middlemen and explanations, and, negatively or positively, 
it stands alongside private, not public, interests. 


In a "great" European state there is a huge bank with a capital in the 
billions, which provides its clients with distinguished services, and 
whose name has been at the head of the blacklist for the past few years. 
But it suddenly hoped that its "objective" circumstances, in addition to 
the study made by the Arab boycott agencies, the desire that truth pre- 
vail and trivialities be wiped out, and the documents it submitted to 
prove that it had severed its old relationship with Israel which dated 
back to the days of the British occupation of Palestine in 1918, would 
altogether wipe its name off the unlucky blacklist, and that it would be 
considered a bank without a partner in Tel Aviv or a banking agent in 
occupied Jerusalem. In fact, some Arab millionaires pushed for its a- 
cquital from that "groundless accusation," millionaires who not only 
trusted it in investment activities, but who introduced onto its board 
some financiers who had money but no decision-making powers. 


So the conference of economy and finance ministers to be held in the Jor- 
danian capital will be faced with an agenda which will provoke discussion 
and debate, and we hope to God that it will bear fruit this time and impel 
the Arab boycott into a more effective stage. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ISRAELI MILITANT'S VIEWS TRANSLATED, CONVEYED 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 19 Jan 80 p 5 


/Article: "In a Press Interview, Arik Sharon: I_Am Anxious about the 
Lack of Security and Defense for All Inhabitants"/ 


/Text/ The Israeli journalist Dov (Goodstein) held the following inter- 
view with Arik Sharon, the minister of agriculture, chairman of the Min- 
isterial Settlement Affairs Committee, and one of the most prominent en- 
thusiasts of the Gush Bmonim and whitewasher of its crimes in the occupied 
territory. 


In this meeting, he asserts that he tried to change his position for that 
of deputy defense minister, and he underlines his call for the notion of 
establishing a Palestinian state--outside the West Bank area. 


We present herewith a verbatim translation of this meeting, in order to 
inform the reader of the type of thinking Sharon and other Likud extrem- 
ists entertain. 


There are two people called Arik Sharon: the first is Arik the politician 
and the second is Arik the farmer. 


The first, on some days, comes out of his milieu and listens to angry 
statements. The second waits for the day when he will be able to withdraw 
from political life and devote himself to his farm. 


However, at this time, when Sharon's faith goes beyond personal induce- 
ments and political life, he is not free to be the prisoner of his tranquil 
“model farm." He views himself as the spearhead of the process of Israeli 
expansion and repression and views abandonment of that as major treason! 
Sharon is not heedful of vile criticisms, disparagements and expletives; 
rather, he has an inner immunity which causes him to absorb these criti- 
cisms and disparagements and struggle with them, although the world does 
not oppress him with them and he is not weakened. 
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lierewith are the questions presented to Sharon and his answers to them: 


/Question/ Recently Jewish voices have been heard stating that if it be- 

comes apparent that che perpetrators of the assaseinations in Ramallah and 
Nablus were Jewis it will be necessary not to ignore their actions, What 

do you believe? 


/Answer/ This point brings me to the statements made at the last cabinet 
session on security and the constitution, Naturally, those who leaked out 
the news mixed things up and as normal falsified and exaggerated it. 
Analysts unsheathed poinson pens to attribute devious intensions to me. 

It doesn't matter. I am accustomed to it, What does cause me anxiety is 
the fact that we are unable to create a situation in which we can provide 
security for everyone living on “Israeli territory" (!), be he an Israeli 
citizen or someone of another nationality; it doesn't matter whether he 
Lives in the West Bank, Gaza, Misgav Am, Nahariya or Tel Aviv. 


When I[ speak of security in this context I mean that Israeli is compelled 
to create a situation in which all citizens will live peacefully, freed 
from fear over their destiny, security and property! 


Israeli is responsible for the life and tranquility of mayors in the West 
Bank and everywhere. This is a total responsibility and is not open to 
dispute. If Bassam Shak'ah transgresses against "the law," Ierael must 
use punishment against him in the context of "the law," in accordance with 
commitment to the teachings of “the Law." 


However, by exactly the same standard, Israel is compelled to defend his 
life, use the laws and apply them against Jews if they transgress against 
them and violate them. The law is indivisible and does not distinguish 
between national identities. No one is exempt from it! 


/Question/ I[f it becomes apparent that Jews are the ones who attacked 
the mayors--which is certain, in the wake of the repeated statements by 
extremist Jews about avenging themselves for those who were killed in 
Hebron--is this a failure of Israeli intelligence, which was not prepared 
for a possibility of this sort and did not act to avoid its occurrence? 








/Answer/ This question also gives me an opportunity to address myself to 
a subject like the others which have leaked out of the cabinet session; 
even in closed sessions, very precise, sensitive information leaks out. 
The objective of these leaks is to infringe on me and create a negative 
personality for me. 


In the latest cabinet session I repeated a sentence which the prime min- 


ister had uttered in the Herut Department last week, and after that heaps 
of interpretations and analyses piled up over this sentence. 
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These interpretations were nothing but frauds and had no goal but to sow 
bitterness and dissension, 


/Question/ What did the prime minister say? 


/Answer/ "Ie is just a swindler or trickster who can promise that he can 
prevent all guerrilla operations." And that is true. 


We have a successful security apparatus. I know it very well, and I have 
worked in cooperation with it in various centers during my military and 
security service, especially in the Gaza Strip. 


It is true that it is not possible to stop every operation. However, in 
addition to that, one must exert every effort to cause tranquility, law 
and order to reign in all areas permanently, and this is within our grasp. 
I have said, and I repeat my statement, that in order to achieve that it 
is necessary to use one's head and not one's hand. It makes no difference 
whether that is an iron hand, a soft hand or any other hand. 


/Question/ People's hearts are filled with profound fear because the 
hatred starting to flare up between Arabs and Jews will lead us into a 
bloody circle without a way out. Do you share this deep fear? Can this 
deterioration be prevented? 





/Answer/ The rule remains firm: Arabs and Jews will live together for- 
ever. We can talk with the Palestinians, and we will talk with them. 


One can pave the road to talk with the Palestinians when law and order are 
preserved in all directions and when everyone clearly knows, without any 
ambiguity exactly what we want and what our intention for the long term 
is. One must not carry things out under the table. 


I have explained to friends who are members of the cabinet, to Americans, 
to the injured persons and to everyone concerned to listen that one must 
talk clearly and bluntly and that all lack of clarity will have the effect 
of sowing suspicion and tumult. I understand the problem of the 
Palestinians! 


The Palestinian state which they want to establish must be erected outside 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 


/Question/ When the prime minister appointed himself and not you to be 
war minister, will he take charge of and be in contact with Israeli 
security? 


/Answer/ My discussion with the prime minister was not a personal one, 
and the noise and agitation which accompanied it was only a wretched at- 
tempt to burden the government down in order to make it fall. I do not 
want to see the government fall. I will be blunt: If the portfolio of 
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war is handed to me, it will be in my power to recommend good solutions 

to difficult problems to the government. I am not detracting from respect 
for the prime minister when I say that [I have more experience and expertise 
than any other member of the cabinet in this special area, 


They did not learn "Israeli security in Officers’ College." In thie sphere, 
also, they have tried to bring the discussion to the personal level, and 
if anyone succeeds in this he must be sorry for his success. 


They have seized on the statement I made in the cabinet, but I had no in- 
tention, nor is there any intention now, to disparage Yitzhak Shamir, who 
enjoys my respect. I intended to say that as far as the basic matters of 
our existence go it is forbidden for us to mix party expressions, but the 
media and the press, instead of treating the basic issue, have started 
making a commotion about what is called the etiquette of talk. 


I do not know any enemy of Israel's who has met with the accusations and 
curses I have met with from those who grab their pens and speak under the 
slogan of the etiquette of talk. 


I will add a small sentence which is not known to the public: I proposed 
to the prime minister that I resign my membership in the cabinet and that 
he appoint me deputy minister of war. 


I was prepared, and still am prepared, for this at any moment--to have the 
prime minister to do what I asked him to, to ask me to leave the cabinet 
and appoint me deputy war minister, at a time when Begin can dismiss me at 
any moment without threatening the government with danger and without go- 
ing to the president to submit his resignation. 


/Question/ What was the prime minister's reply? 


/Answer/ “Negative! The Liberals will never agree to that either." I 
cannot remember a situation where a cabinet minister wanted to resign in 
order to eccupy the position of deputy minister. Why did I want to do 
that? Because I see problems threatening the existence and identity of 
Israel. Because I see the fiery writing on the wall. There are one 
thousand items of proof for that in Gaza and the West Bank and there are 
one thousand items of proof in the increased armaments of the Arab 
countries. 


There are some ministers who intervened in my proposal to the prime min- 
ister and, like me, they were surprised to hear the prime minister's neg- 
ative answer. 


/Question/ After the exchange of sharp words between you and the prime 
minister at the latest cabinet session, and after you used the expression 
"hireling" and added that security to you was important than the constitu- 
tion, while the prime minis ter interrupted you by saying "If you have 
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leaked my statements to the media I would imagine that you like Dayan and 
Weizmann have reached the end of the road in this government," are you 
really studying the possibility of resigning, or do you still believe in 
the cabinet and its premier? 


/Answer/ The end of the road is not a speculation among newsmen, in spite 
of all my respect for them, 


As far as I am concerned, the beginning, middle and end of the road is 
Israel. As long as I feel that I am serving Israel, I will serve it, some 
people notwithstanding. If I feel that I am not serving Israel, [ will 
Study other possibilities, 


The real struggle over Israel has started now. That is the central issue. 


/Question/ In an interview with the newspaper MA'ARIV last week, you 
quoted the prime minister's statement that if he appointed you war min- 
ister he would not know who would support you. Begin also added that there 
was a doubt whether you would succeed in the job and cooperate with people 
in the security agency. Why is the prime minister saying such things about 
you, after you have served about 30 years in Israel's security agency? 


/Answer/ In the poll Mina Tamih conducted after Ezer Weizmann's resigna- 
tion, it appeared that 35.4 percent of the people polled wanted me to be 
minister of war, 30 percent chose Ezer Weizmann and 5 percent wanted Yitzhak 
Shamir. 


I did not ask for the poll to be taken, and I am not responsible for the 
fact that the results were not published. 


Ll am informed about coalition problems and difficulties but I told the 
prime minister that on matters related to the identity of Israel, I will 
never support political tricks. I hold to my view now too. 


Who means to say that he will not cooperate with me in the security 
agency? Who is he? 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


OFFICIAL DECRIES SHORTFALL IN PERSEVERANCE FUND PAYMENTS 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 1 Jul 80 p 17 


/Article: "Secretary General of Jordanian-Palestinian Mixed Commission 
to AL-QABAS: Israel Is Allocating Twice as Much to West Bank Settlements 
as the Baghdad Conference Is To Support the Perseverance"/ 


/Text/ The secretary general of the joint Jordanian-Palestinian committee 
to support the Palestinian people's perseverance in occupied lands said 
that Israel has allocated the equivalent of $200 million to carry out set- 
tlement programs in the occupied bank and that this sum is double that al- 
located by the ninth Arab summit held in Baghdad to support the resistance 
of the Palestinian people on the occupied territory. In spite of that, 
two Arab countries out of seven have not paid their 1979 commitments to 
the fund to support the perseverance--that is, out of the sum of $100 mil- 
lion, only $71 million have been paid. 


In a talk with AL-QABAS, the secretary general, Mr Fu'ad Basisu, declared 
how the perseverance strategy must constitute an integrated fabric which 
will ultimately realize the basic goal of national resistance and how the 
balance of scientitic and planning capabilities adopted to deal with the 
causes of the Palestinian people in the occupied territory is being dis- 
turbed in favor of the Zionist administration. 





Herewith is the text of the interview: 


/Question/ In your capacity as secretary general of the most important 
Arab committee to emerge as a result of the activities of the ninth Arab 
summit conference, with the objective of supporting the Palestinian 
people's resistance in their nation, we hope you will give us a compre- 
hensive idea of this committee's strategy. 


/Answer/ I would like to stress that the success of efforts aimed at 
achieving our Palestinian Arab people's national perseverance in our occu- 
pied nation is contingent upon the correct scientific definition of the 
meaning of perseverance and on action based on a specific strategy which 
will translate that into reality. That definition must include all the 
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elements contributing to its attainment. This is from one standpoint; 
from another standpoint, a strategic crystallization specifying the gen- 
eral goal, then peripheral goals, then means and policies which will bring 
about the general strategic goal of the meaning of national perseverance 
must flow from this integrated definition of the notion of perseverance. 


To translate that, my concept of the integrated meaning of the term 
“national perseverance" is not very far from the sense of the military 
terms of perseverance of the soldier in his individual capacity, and of 
the related army in its group capacity in its defense position, and the 
provision of all material, psychological and ideological elements enabling 
it to persevere and stand firmly in its position, preparatory to providing 
the suitable circumstances for deterrence and attack with the goal of Lib- 
erating the territory and the holy shrines. 


Therefore the meaning of national perseverance in its psychological, moral 
and ideological sense advances step by step to include deepening our 
people's faith in their adherence to their national soil, their religious 
cultural values, their resistance to all imported values, and their re- 
pulsion of attempts to kill their moral spirit and weaken their self-con- 
fidence. In its material sense, the meaning of perseverance advances to 
include the provision of all ingredients for preserving the national char- 
acter of an economy dominating all its sectors and isolating all methods 
of dominance over the economy by the occupying force whenever that is 
possible, 


The political aspect of perseverance means development of the spirit of 
political practice in order to express the hopes and aspirations of the 
Palestinian people who are staggering under the occupation, and the pro- 
vision of all possible means of support for agencies and instruments which 
guide the process of underlining the Palestinian personality within the 
context of the various components of its existence. This context rejects 
negative regionral orientations and deepens unificationist Arab orienta- 
tions which proceed from the premise that the Palestinian role should be 
given an effective status in these orientations. For this reason the gen- 
eral strategic goal in achieving national perseverance on the occupied 
territories is Linked with the provision of all the ingredients for this 
perseverance in an integrated fashion which will consider the psychologic- 
al, economic, social, ideological and political ingredients--ingredients 
the process of providing which aims at: 


1, Preserving the ingredients of the existence of the Palestinian person- 
ality, with its values and institutions, and providing the means for the 
cultural progress in its moral and material forms which is possible in 
the context of the occupation, 


2. Repelling all forms of political, economic, psychological and ideolog- 
ical dominance which the loathesome Zionist occupation tries to impose on 
our people. 
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in epite of my conviction that any etrategy for achieving national peree: 
vetance, to be integrated, must take the military aspects of the national 
strugele, resistance to the occupation and the provision of all facilities 
for ite support, escalation and growth into consideration, I nonetheless 
have not addressed mysel/ to these, ae they are outside the scope of the 
activities of the joint Jordanian-Palestinian committee to support the per- 
severance, This ie the committee which arose from the resolutions of the 
bax idad summit conference held between 2 and 5 November 1975. 


To put what was stated above briefly, the strategic orientation of any 
agency which arises to carry out national resistance on the occupied ter 
ritory muet take into consideration all the threads which, in their total- 
ity, constitute an integrated fabric which will ultimately achieve the 
general goal of national perseverance. The scientific national framework 
of thie presupposes the attainment of full coordination in orienting all 
the agencies existing in various places which are assigned to achieve the 
national perseverance of the Palestinian Arab people laboring under the 
Zionist occupation. 


Mak neg @ Firm Stand in the Territory 


/Question/ What, in your view, is the way to make the Palestinian people 
stand firm in their territory before the repressive measures of the enemy 
and the strange practices they are carrying out every day’ 


/Anewer/ To underline what was mentioned previously, the strategic goal 
must not just be to make a firm stand in the territory but to preserve 
the identity of the national personality of the Palestinian people in all 
their dimensions on their national soil. Proceeding from this premise, 
the means to achieve this, in our conception, is as follows: 


|. Defining priorities in the process of supporting the perseverance and 
transiating these into specific programs and plans whose implementation 
process will lead to the attainment of perseverance in its previous broad 
meaning. This program of priorities must include plans aimed at preserv- 
ing the territory, keeping in contact with it and preventing it from be- 
ing swallowed up by the Zionist occupation. This applies for example to 
housing and agricultural plans in particular, and it must include pro- 
jects aimed at liberation from economic subservience to the occupation 
authorities. This for example falls under the category of national trans- 
portation and industry projects and all projects characterized by intens- 
ive manpower and absorption. In this program national, religious and edu- 
cational institutions and agencies must also be supported which will pre- 
serve shrines and values, which are considered among the most intensive 
inetruments for resisting the occupation and preserving the national legacy 
with intense effectiveness. 


2. Providing the specialized homogeneous agencies with various experts 
who are able to administer the Jordanian and Palestinian effort in 
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in particular (an ageney which te in the process of being established), 
and the Lelamic Arab effort in general, in order to achieve national per- 
severance on the occupied territory, 


Providing thie agency is in my opinion one of the most important factors 
for achieving 4 successful national perseverance strategy. 


One thing worth mentioning here ie chat the Zionist occupation authorities 
run the occupied areas by consultation furnished by all specialized Leraeli 
agencies, which include hundreds of experte qualified in all fields. The 
persons overseeing the opposing entity which is emerging in order to 
achieve perseverance hasten to demand the utmost support for thie type of 
agency, but the balance of scientific and planning capabilities coming in- 
to being to deal with the causes of the Palestinian people on the occupied 
territory is disturbed in favor of the Zionist administration, 


‘, The need for full coordination among the various agencies participat- 
ing in specific implementation of the requirements of the program to sup- 
port the perseverance, in order to avoid duplication on the one hand, to 
avoid the intensification of certain disputes arising from the phenomenon 
of the numerous allegiances some elements of our people domestically, and 
to orient all efforte to support the notion of general national persever- 
ance. 


To emphasize this, aid has come from numerous organizations and is being 
given to the people in the occupied territory by the General Islamic Con- 
ference, the Jerusalem Fund, the Arab Cities Organization, the program of 
brotherhood between Arab cities and cities in the occupied territories and 
the Islamic Development Bank, in addition to direct aid offered by some 
Arab countries and some Arab League organizations. These all must be co- 
ordinated in the context of an integrated program with specific needs. 


4, Freeing the efforts to support the resistance from a complex--that is 
what the orientation of the Palestinian people in the occupied nation will 
be once they exercise their rights to determine their destiny. In this 
context, in my opinion, it is necessary to follow up on support for the 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian effort, considering that that is the equiva- 
lent of the heart of all efforts aimed at the attainment of national 
perseverance. 


5. LT would like to emphasize that financial resources currently available, 
in spite of their major importance--indeed, the resolution on them which 
emerged from the Baghdad summit is among the most important of the resolu- 
tions contributing to the attainment of national perseverance--still are 
incapable of providing the minimum necessary to support the perseverance. 
I can testify to that by saying firet that the municipalities’ recurrent 
and development budgets alone absorb the $100 million allocated and that 
the Zionist occupation authorities have allocated the sum of $200 million 








(that ts, double the baghdad summit amount) in their development budget 
for 1980 co carry out Che settlement program, 


While hailing all the Arab countries which have fulfilled their commitments 
toward supporting the perseverance, I wish the other countries would do so, 
1 also hope that the Arab countries will be able to review the volume of 
fiscal credits as soon as possible--perhape at the time of the Amman summit 
conference which will be held next November, 


Support for the Perseverance 


/Question/ The notion of supporting the perseverance is comprehensive, 

It applies to all the effects, residues and results of the enemy and his 
aguressive acts, such as the blowing up of homes, arrests, convictions, 
fines and elimination of crops where many families have lost their support- 
er and belong only to the people and the nation and no one elee. How can 
one support their perseverance? 


/Anewer/ The way to cope with all the techniques of economic warfare and 
the practices of the occupying enemy lies in the careful tabulation of all 
the losses borne as a result of enemy acts, especially serious ones, and 
to have the Arab countries compensate for them. In spite of that, it is 

a source of pride for our people domestically that they are not waiting 
for compensation in order to continue their measures of resistance to the 
occupation in all its forms. They actually are following up on them on 
many occasions without receiving any compensation. 


/Question/ It has been learned that the committee has decided to pay loans 
instead of support. There are people who reject these loans because they 
bear interest and are being made in contradiction to the goals of the com- 
mittee. What is your explanation of this procedure? Can it be eliminated’ 


/Answer/ The allocation of funds to support perseverance occurs on the 
basis of easy terms. They take the form either of grants or easy loans 
with absolutely no interest at all but just a fee to meet the costs of ad- 
ministering the loans. 


/Question/ The land, farming, farmers and the marketing of their products 
is an enemy target, in the event they are destroyed, while they are the 
basic way to smash the enemy's schemes for emptying out the land. Could 
we learn about your plan for this important subject? 


/Answer/ Arab efforts in treating the issue of marketing products in the 
occupied territory has been characterized by deficiency. The subject has 
been discussed in numerous Arab conferences but so far as I know has not 

been definitively resolved; rather, the subject remains cooped up in the 

drawers and files of experts who have been appointed for this purpose in 

the context of the Arab League. 
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Jordan, the Palestine Liberation Organization and some Arab countries have 
made good efforts to encourage activities of marketing the products of our 
peoples in the oceupted land, but all in all che marketing process deserves 
to be cesolved in a definite manner by the Arab boycott agencies in a man- 
ner guaranteeing that producers and processors in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip will be supported and at the same time guaranteeing that market: 
ing products which in the main contain Zionist production ingredients will 
not be allowed, In thie sphere what ie desired is to conduct a rapid anal- 
ysis of che factore of Zionist production ingredients present in Palestin- 
ian Arab products in the Weet Bank and the Gaza Strip and to determine the 
agricultural and processing output in which these ingredients do not exist 
in a majoc fashion and permit them to enter Arab markets, 


Arab Country Contributions to the Support Fund 


/Question/ Could you give us an idea of the Arab countries’ share of the 
support fund? How has this advanced during ite first year? What countries 
have paid their share for this year? 


/Answer/ The total commitment of the Arab countries contributing to the 
joint Jordan-Palestine Liberation Organization perseverance support fund 
came to $100 million, broken down among the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Lraq, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Algeria and Libya. Most 
Arab countries fulfilled their commitment in 1979 except for two, and we 
hope they will perform them. The rate of implementation of last year's 
commitment came to about 71 percent; the same Arab countries which made 
transfers last year have transferred their commitment instalments for 1980. 


/Question/ Do you have any statement to make to the Arab nation to inspire 
them coward their national duties? 


/Answer/ I would like to state the following to the Arab nation regarding 
the issue of support for the perseverance: 


First, they should strive to consolidate all agencies which take charge of 
supporting the national perseverance of our people in the occupied cerri- 
tory or establish total coordination among them at least. The League of 
Arab States might be the most appropriate agency for creating the nucleus 
to implement the requisite consolidation or coordination process, but ef- 
forts are still dispersed. 


Second, coping with the daily changes which have occurred and are occurring 
in the occupied nation by the Zionist occupation authorities is no less 
important than the process of preparing for military confrontation. In- 
deed, the policy of fait accompli which Israel is following is paralyzing 
almost all Arab efforts toward military confrontation, especially when it 
succeeds in killing the moral spirit of our people. We must pay attention 
to the increasing hemorrhaging of the Palestinian wound in the occupied 
territory under the oppression of the fascist Nazi Zionist blows the 
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occupation authorities have lately delivered through acte of physical 
Liquidation whieh have had a8 Cargete the mayors in the Weet Bank, On 
thie subject, the Arab nation ie requested to join forces in a single 
slance to bandage up the Palestinian wounds first of all and to bring 
about the paychological and moral support of the Palestinian people to en- 
able them to persevere on their national soil, in addition to material 
support to cope with the burdens of the perseverance within. It must also 
ensure Jordanian-Palestinian cooperation with all the elements giving sup- 
port and backing because I do not doubt for one moment that strengthening 
and supporting this cooperation strategically will constitute a etrategic 


support for the principle of achieving national resistance on our occupied 
Palestinian soil. 


Third, | hope that in their coming conference, which will be held on the 
edge of the oceupled territory in Amman, the Arab leaders will be able to 
approve a specific strategy for supporting the perseverance of the 
Palestinian people in the occupied territory--a strategy with epecific 
goals, features, programs, policies, and the necessary ingredients for 


carrying them out, so that it will be a major part of the etrategy of Arab 
economic cooperation. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB ALD TO DEVELOPING NATLONS SUMMARIZED 
Manama AL-MAWAQIF in Arabic 22 Jun 80 p 6 


[Text] A report by the GULF NEWS AGENCY on the volume of Arab aid to 
developing nations indicates that Arab nations in general, and Gulf 
nations in particular, play an important and effective role in solving 
development and economic problems of the developing nations. This is 
achieved through aid and commercial easy-term loans. 


The report, which has been published in Arab and foreign newspapers, says 
that thie Arab aid is aimed at providing developing nations with financial 
means to cope with the hardships of their people. 


The report says that the problems of economic underdevelopment of the 
developing nations have weakened their effectiveness in developing inter- 
national relations on one hand, and overcoming economic development 
obstacles on the other. The lack of a fair share [of resources] to 
administer their existing economic system, increased the sterility of 
their system and weakened its ability to face crises. 





Arab aid is distinguished in that it consists of relatively huge s'~s of 
money relative to the lending nations’ budgets when compared with aid 
extended by industrial nations. Arab aid is also distinguished by the 
fact that it is offered by economically underdeveloped nations, who are 
able to offer aid as a result of temporary conditions, not as a result 
of real wealth based on a large and renewable productive capacity, as 

in the West. Therefore, Arab aid to developing nations is considered to 
be a great sacrifice, as it comes out of cash obtained in exchange for 
an exhaustible natural resource. 


By the end of 1977, there were 54 developing nations receiving Arab aid: 
24 African, 15 Arab, 14 Asian and 1 Latin American. 


A quick review of the aid offered by joint Arab funds during the past 
period reveals that the Arab Economic and Social Development Fund located 
in Kuwait made 15 loans during 1977, totaling 103.9 million Kuwaiti dinars. 
Mauritania received the biggest of these loans, amounting to $25 million. 
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The Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa, located in Khartoum, 
had, by the end of last year, made 50 loans amounting to around §332 
million, 


Between 1974 and the end of 1977, according to available information, the 
Arab Fund for Loans to African Nations made loans to 33 African nations, 
totaling $221,744 million, 


In 1977, the Ielamic Development Bank made loans amounting to $47 million, 
with a 45 percent increase in loans in 1978, The loans were made to eight 
developing nations. 


As for special funds established by Gulf nations, the Kuwaiti Fund for 
Arab Economic Development made loans from 1961 to 1978 amounting to 
43,554,000 dinars to Arab nations. From 1975 and until the end of 1978, 
this fund made loans to non-Arab nations amounting to 148,425,000 dinars. 


During 1977, the Abu Dhabi Development Fund made loans amounting to $77.9 
million, In 1978, developing nations received $64.9 million from this 
fund. In 1979, the fund made 9 loans totaling 505 million dirhams. 


During 1979, the Iraqi Fund for External Development awarded loans in the 
amount of $106.72 million. 


In 1977, the Saudi Arabian Fund made loans amounting to $264.69 million. 
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‘WARNING’ ISSUED BY TUDEH PARTY AGAINST ‘NEW PLOT' 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian 17 Jul 80 p 1 


[Texy/ A new dangerous plot ie being prepared inside 
and outside the country. Khugestan and the coastal 

region of the Persian Gul’ are threatened by occupation 
from the air, land and the sea. To save the revolution, 
all confrontations and divisions must be ended. All 
anti-imperialist and popular forces should be gathered 
around the government by a revolutionary plan. All anti- 
revolutionary elements must be eliminated without any 
hesitation. The Tudeh party of Iran puts all its forces 
at the disposal of the leadership of the revolution. 


The second extensive and extremely dangerous plot by imperialism, Zioniem 
and antirevolutionaries against Iran and the region has met with defeat. 

A number of organizers and executors of the plot in Iran have already 

been arrested and some are still at large and in hiding. The main anti- 
revolutionary forces inside Iran has remained intact, as was estimated by 
the Tudeh Party following the rican mili aggression against Iran 

in Tabas late last Ordibehesht /21 Apr-21 . These forces could join 
other antirevolutionary forces outside the country which are concentrated 
in Iraq, Egypt and Saudi Arabia, and begin operation any moment. The anti- 
revolution plot has been defeated but it has not been rooted out. American 
imperialism and its allies in Europe, the Far East and the region, become 
more aggressive with_every defeat of Carter, and like the year 1332 

{21 Mar 54-20 Mar 54/, they immediately prepare a bigger and a far more 
dangerous plot. 


Reports received from the centers of antirevolutionary activities in 
Europe and the groups allied with antirevolutionaries in Iran indicate 
that a new and dangerous plot is in the making inside and outside the 
country. 


The plot calle for the occupation of the province of Khuzestan and the 
coastal regions of the Persian Gulf from the air, land and the sea, by 
reactionary forces in the south and west Iran, in cooperation with the 
striking forces made up of fugitive army officers and SAVAK members, 
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along with mercenaries that now stand ready in lraq, Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia. They plan to join thie region with areas already occupied by 

the antirevolutionary elements in Kordesatan and prepare a wide base for 
their future operations, The same planning was prepared_and considered 
during the ominous coup d'etat of 28 Mordad /19 Aug 1953/, the details 

of which was published in the shah's army publication called "Rastakhiz-e 
Melli.” The possible execution of such a plan will involve violent 
actions and sabotage on a wide scale by the armed groups organized by the 
former SAVAK members, retired army officers and other elements and 
supporters of imperialiam. 





All imperialiat forces, all the defeatistse and those ready to compromise, 
all saboteurs and mercenaries inside and outside Iran, have joined hands 

in order to defeat the Iranian revolution. Continuation of any tension, 

any factionaliem, any internal confrontation and monopolistic effort will 
only help the enemies of the revolution. 


The Tudeh Party of Iran calle upon all forces who truly believe in the 
glorious revolution of our people to end all internal confrontations and 
help put an end to arbitrary actions by irresponsible groups and by 
forming a united front, mobilize all existing forces against this ominous 
and dangerous plot. 


The Tudeh Party of Iran hopes that like other important moments, the leader 
of the revolution, Imam Khomeyni, will use hie influential words to end 

the power struggle among Iranian officiale so that the revolutionary govern- 
ment could, by revolutionary programs, unite all antiimperialist forces 

and save the country from the present state of uncertainty and feudalism. 


The revolutionary people of Iran expect that the trial of the participants 
in the Tabas plot and the recent one begin and end quickly and determinedly, 
and the efforts to uncover the entire network will go on and continue 
uninterruptedly, free from undue pressure and influence. 


The people demand that a revolutionary court prosecute all those who re- 
instated the treacherous participants in the plot after they had been 
once expelled from the army and to unmask and punish those who are betray- 
ing the revolution while pretending to be Islamic and revolutionary. 


Victory over antirevolutionary elements is impossible without their total 
and complete elimination. 


The Tudeh Party of Iran, while calling on all elements to unite, as has 
acted throughout the revolution, once again puts its entire forces at the 
disposal of the leadership of the revolution and will not spare any effort 
to thwart the plots of the enemies of the revolution. 


The Central Committee of the Tudeh Party of Iran, 25 Tir 59 /16 Jul 807 
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IRAN 


QOTBZADEH: IRAN HAS NOT HONORED INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 
Paria NAME-YE RUZ in Persian 8 Aug 80 p 1 


[Texg/ According to the BBC, Sadeq Qotbzadeh said yesterday that he had 
no intention whatsoever to join the next government. He said that for the 
past 8 months Iran had been saddled with the hostages’ crisis and must, 
once and for all, decide whether it intends to honor international agree- 
ments or not because it had not done so for the past 8 months. 


Following the statement yesterday, a foreign ministry spokesman said that 
no reason will be offered for Qotbzadeh's refusal to join the next govern- 
ment. The newspaper, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC, the official organ of the Islamic 
Republic Party, and a number of Majles representatives, along with other 
individuals, have strongly criticized Qotbzadeh. 


To defend his record as foreign minister, Qotbzadeh appeared before the 
Majles yesterday. He told the Majles that during his time as foreign 
minister he had been tackling with two major crises, the American hostages 
and Afghanistan. To defend himself against charges that he had not done 
much to purge the foreign ministry of the elements of the old regime, 
Qotbzadeh offered some figures and statistics. 


He described as exaggeration charges that he had filled the Iranian 
embassy in Paris with the supporters of the deposed shah during the 
ambassadorship of the now dismissed Shams'oddin Amir Ala'i. He also 
defended his statement in Paris in connection with the attempt on Shapur 
Bakhtiar's life. 


Qotbzadeh said that it was now quite obvious who were involved in that 
incident. In other words, he wanted to indirectly say that they were not 
supporters of the Iranian revolution. He said he had some documents, that 
if the speaker of the Majles wanted them, he was ready to put them at his 
disposal in order to bring it to the attention of the Majles representa- 
tives in a closed session. 
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IRAN 


ABORTIVE COUP LEADERS INTERVIEWED ON TV 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 17 Jul 80 pp 1, 3 


[Article: "Television Interview: Two Detainees Tell How the Coup d'BEtat 
Plot Unfolded" 


[Texg/ These Two People Were Colonel Vahdati Pur and General Mohaqaqi, 


Last night two participants in the coup d'etat plot, in a television 
interview broadcast throughout the Islamic Republic of Iran, discussed 
the manner in which the coup d'etat plot was carried out. 


Initially, Nader Vahdati Pur, who identified himself as a colonel, said: 


We had some friends with whom we exchanged family visits. On one of those 
occasions we talked about forming an anticommunist organization so that 
whenever the communists exerted influence in the country we would be in 

a position to check them. 


This meeting ended. We encountered an officer one day who was in hiding. 
I told this close friend what was happening, that we had a particular 
person in a particular situation, and we arranged to meet this person. 
After the meeting my close friend met one of the higher ranking friends 
who had participated in the previous meeting at home and we held discus- 
sions and meetings afterwards. 


Question: Did your friends remain faithful to this aim? 


Answer: No. We later realized from what they were doing and saying that 
they had different ideas. 


Question: Can you elaborate? 

Answer: They wanted to bring the monarchy back to Iran. 

Question: How? 

Answer: They were going to continue working and to expand their organiza- 


tion, keeping in contact with Oveysi, so that at the right moment they could 
succeed. 
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Question: Were you involved in efforts to carry out these plans? 


Aneawer: We did nothing to implement these plans, but at one of the 
meetings, aleo attended by a former army officer, they expressed a desire 
to obtain a map showing the location of oil pipelines which my friend said 
he could supply. Then my close friend said to me, “You have a close 
acquaintance who works in the oil company. Can you get this map from him?" 
Since this person also had anticommunist tendencies, I told him about the 
program, and that friend expressed a desire to meet the third one of our 
group, and did go. He told him his views, meaning his anticommunist views, 
in order to overcome the oil company employee's objections, who promised 
him he would furnish the map if he could. He gave it to them and they 
photocopied it and returned the original to its original owner. 


Question: Why did they want this map, and did that person also give you 
technical information? 


Answer: The technical aspect was the pipeline course plotted on the map, 
meaning that it was possible to blow up these pipes. Then he told us 
about the less critical points that could be quickly repaired. 


The Second Interviewee 


The second person introduced himself as Ayatollah Moh i, reti air 
force general and pilot, and said on 9 Ordibehesht 59 /29 Apr art became 
acquainted with a group through one individual. I was reluctant at first, 
but we were influenced by one of them who talked about patriotism to us, 

| was drawn into it and after I had gotten involved I saw there was no way 
out and that | had to continue. 


The coup d'etat plan, as I remember (indistinct) we had different aspira- 
tions (indistinct). We didn't know each other's names and we were not 
supposed to know. My responsibility in the plan, however, was flight 
activity. I had said several times that for the flight activity we needed 
aircraft and a number of pilots who all knew me. In all the documents we 
have, I have said and written that we are not killers. We have no quarrel 
with the common people. Of course the planned flight activities were to 
be under my command. We were to use an airbase that they would capture 
without our help, but after the airbase had been captured and turned over 
to us we were responsible for carrying out the tasks previously assigned to 
us. 


The first airbase was Mehrabad, but it was unacceptable because casualties 
would be too high. An isolated airbase was considered, where civilians 
would not be nearby to be killed unnecessarily. This base was to be seized. 
This base was Shahrokhi Base. When the base had been seized, I was to enter 
the work area by automobile as if everything were normal, just as I did when 
| was on active duty. When we were inside I was to assume the commander's 
post and to give two or three previously planned orders in that capacity. 
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TRAN 


MINISTRY TIGHTENS RESTRICTIONS ON MISSIONARIES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 21 Jul 80 p 2 


[Article: "New Regulations Tightening Residency and Activities of Foreign 
Missionaries Announced] 


[Text] The Ministry of National Guidance has prepared new rules and regu- 
lations on foreign missionaries residing in Iran. Under the new regula- 
tions they cannot participate in political activities. In addition, their 
entry and exit will be subject to approval by the Ministry of National 
Guidance and the knowledge of the department of foreign residents in Iran. 
According to studies made a number of missionaries have been involved in 
foreign exchange dealings that will be stopped. 


In an exclusive discussion with KEYHAN newspaper yesterday, deputy minis-~- 
ter of national guidance, Dr Behzadnia, in making the announcement said: 
Before the revolution, missionaries who worked as teachers in parochial 

and religious minority schools and as nurses in hospitals and leprosiums, 
obtained their work permits from the Ministry of Labor and their entry and 
exit was not covered by any fixed procedure. Under a recent agreement 
reached between the Ministry of National Guidance and the Ministry of Labor, 
administration and supervision of their affairs were turned over to the 
Propaganda Department of the Ministry of National Guidance. This was done 
because their (missionaries) activities were in propaganda and cultural 
fields. Asked if there were new regulations concerning residency of for- 
eign missionaries, Dr Behzadnia said: Yes, and that under new special 
regulations missionaries will not be allowed to take part in any political 
activity and that in the future their entry and exit will be subject to the 
approval of the Ministry of National Guidance and the knowledge of the 
Department of Foreign Residents. 


On activities by missionaries at . « i.sheh religious school, which had 
been under suspicion recently, Dr Bela ¢caia said: Their affairs were re- 
ferred to us recently. They number 200 and are scattered throughout the 
country. Some of them had been invited to the country by various religious 
centers independently. Others were asked to come by missionary groups. 

The matter of the Andisheh school had been referred to a group of students 
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of the Lelamic Association for examination. We are trying to further inves- 
tigate these people but their records that are kept in the files of the Min- 
iutry of Labor and police department do not reflect any suspicious activi- 
ties. 


Asked if the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will have anything to do with re- 
gard to the entry and exit of missionaries, Dr Behzadnia said: The Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs will have nothing to do with that because these people 
are considered diplomats. But the new regulations require that if certain 
individuals decided to enter the country in the future as diplomats, the 
Ministry of National Guidance will seek the help of the diplomatic missions 
of the [elamic Republic abroad. 


The Deputy Minister of National Guidance added that the organizations to 
which missionaries were attached have been contacted and their full descrip- 
tions have been requested. They will be called in for personal interviews 
so that those whose real aims are religious activities and guidance could 
obtain residency permit and their stay extended. 

He noted that so far two groups had closed shops, the "Watch Tower," an 
American religious-political organization, whose members had already left 
the country, and a three-man missionary group with American leaning. Con- 
sidering the present U.S.-Iranian relations, the latter group has been 
asked to leave the country. The Deputy Minister of National Guidance said 
that during an interview with members of this group two particular cases 
came up as a result of which it was decided to put an end to their activi- 
ties. In one or two other cases, investigations showed that some mission- 
aries had sent unusual amount of foreign exchange abroad or that had been 
in touch with foreign news networks. He said that these people are being 
interviewed individually and those who are found to be involved in pure 
charitable activities will be allowed to stay and their residence permits 
will be extended. 
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TRAN 


MORE BANKNOTES TO BE EXCHANGED 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 9 Jul 80 p 9 


[Text] Teiran=-PARS NEWS AGENCY--5,10 and 5 thousand rial banknotes, bear- 
ing the picture of the deposed shah will soon be taken out of circulation 
and exchanged. 


In a radio and TV interview, Central Bank president Ali Reza Nowbari, told 
newsmen how this will be accomplished. 


About the banknotes to be exchanged, the following announcement was issued: 


"In the name of God. The Central Bank is happy to inform the dear brothers 
and sisters that the 5, 10 and 5 thousand rial banknotes, bearing the pic- 
tures of the deposed shah, will be taken out of circulation beginning Thurs- 
day 19/4/59 [10 July 80) and ending Thursday 2/5/59 [24 July 80) and will 
be worthless as of 3/5/59 [25 July 80). The 5, 10 rial banknotes will not 
be replaced with new ones at this moment but a new 5 thousand rial banknote, 
bearing the picture of the shrine of Imam Reza and the title of "The Islamic 
Republic" and its arm will be issued. In addition, the central bank will, 
beginning 19/4/59 [10 July 80] gradually take out of circulation the old one- 
thousand rial banknotes replacing them with new ones bearing the picture of 
the shrine of Imam Reza and the title of "The Islamic Republic” and its arn. 
The date the old one-thousand rial banknotes will become worthless will be 
announced by the central bank later on. 


The dear sisters and brothers are invited to exchange their 5, 10 and one- 
thousand rial banknotes at the bank branches beginning 19/4/59 [10 July 80). 
They also should take notice of the fact that the one-thousand rial banknotes 
will remain in circulation until further notice. The central bank president 
also said that due to the large volume of the said banknotes that are being 
taken out of circulation it is recommended that people should try to deposit 
them in their current accounts and witharaw their money only when it is ur- 
gently needed. This way, they will not only help their country's economy 
but will also enable them to take advantage of the related privileges. The 
dear brothers and sisters are also requested to refrain from crowding the 
banks and try to cooperate in the carrying out of this important task. 








The Central Bank president further added that in view of the fact that the 
5, 10 and 5 thousand rial banknotes will become worthless effective 3/5/59 
(25 July 80) our compatriots are requested to bring the matter to the atten- 
tion of those who might, for some reason, not become aware of this through 
the masse media, 

Nowbari aleo said that bank branches throughout the country should take note 
that the announcement by the Central Bank is tantamount to a written inetruc- 
tion and that all the brothers and sisters working in the banks all over the 
country are requested to act in a revolutionary manner and not wait to re- 
ceive a written circular on the subject from their respective head offices 
and should cooperate in exchanging the 5, 10 and 5 thousand rial banknotes 
on the prescribed date. 

Nowbari ended his statement by adding that the sisters and brothers (working 
in various bank branches) should get in touch with their area supervisors for 
additional information and instructions on the subject and should not wait 
for written instructions. 

in the meantime, the department in charge of banknote circulation has issued 
the following fugures about the volume of the money that had been in circu- 
lation: 

By the end of Esfand 56 [20 Mar 77): 400 billion rials. 

By the end of Shahrivar 57 [22 Sep 78]: 450 billion rials. 

By the end of Aban 57 [21 Nov 78]: 600 billion rials. 

By the end of Agar 57 [21 Dee 78]: 700 billion rials. 

By the end of Day 57 [20 Jan 79]: 755,127,500,000 rials. 

By the end of Esfand 57 [20 Mar 79): 912,200,500,000 rials. 

By the end of Tir 56 [21 Jul 79): 870 billion rials. 

By the end of Agar 58 [21 Dec 79): 895 billion rials. 

By the end of Day 58 [20 Jan 80]: 945 billion rials. 

By the end of Bahman 58 [19 Feb 80]: 975 billion rials. 


By the end of Esfand 58 [20 Mar 80): 1025 billion rials. 
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IRAN 


BAGHDAD BACKING KHUZESTAN REBELS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 13 Jul 80 p 9 


[Arcticle: "KEYHAN Bares, for the First Time, Document of Cooperation Be- 
tween the Ba'thist Regime of Iraq and the paid Agents in Khuzestan") 


[Text] The document reveals ways of contacts between 
the Ba'thist regime and the paid separatist agents in 
Khuzestan. 


It also contains a list of various arms that the paid 
agents had requested from Iraq. 


It also discusses the subject of training of saboteurs 
in Khuzestan. 


A document obtained from [raqi spies tells of extensive cooperation be- 
tween the Ba'thist regime of Iraq and the paid agents and antirevolution- 
ary elements in Khuzestan. The document, dispatched by the Iraqi embassy 
in Paris to the counterintelligence agency, describes a meeting held in 
Paris between the Iraqi military attache and the representative of the so- 
called fighters in the province of Khuzestan. 

Following is the text of the document: 

Entirely private and secret. 

No. 113 - H 28 

Date: 5/6/1979 


To: Army intelligence command 


Subject: Meeting with Arabestan (Khuzestan) fighters. 


1. According to instructions received from you, the representative was 
informed yesterday that every effort will be made to provide them with more 








arms and ammunition and that we were prepared to give them financial aid 
and take care of their other needs provided they did not plan or take any 
action without our prior knowledge, 


2. He was not opposed to thie in principle, saying that it was under- 
standable, But he said that it was possible that some individuals might 
take personal actions that was beyond their control. He also added that 
advantage should be taken of present conditions and operations should be 
launched immediately as the Iranian army moral was shattered and it was 
possible to achieve something without our direct military intervention. 
| did not express any opinion on the matter saying that it was something 
that the political command should decide upon. 


3}. He submitted a list of arms and ammunition which they need, which is 
attached, He suggested that they be sent in three shipments, as was done 
previously. 


Shipments through intermediaries should be avoided as this had proved 
unsatisfactory. 


4. The subject of training experte was also brought up and he expressed 
his thanks for their having been dispatched, saying they were performing 
their job satisfactorily. He mentioned the differences which existed be- 
tween them and Palestinian training experts which he believed was the re- 
sult of the Palestinians refusal to obey their Lraqi counterparts because 
they feel they are under separate command. The representative asked us 
to get in touch with the Fatah organization and find a solution to the 
problem. 


5. He informed us about his contacts with the area students in Europe 
saying they are prepared to mobilize their forces for the final victory 
and have shown willingness to engage in propaganda activities, and to re- 
turn to their homeland, if necessary, in order to take up arms and join 
the resistance. 


Please give your comment on this report as soon as possible. With thanks, 
major ‘Ali Amin, deputy military attache in Paris. 


Attached is the list of arms and ammunition submitted by the representative: 


Heavy machineguns, 50; 5 medium machineguns; 20 light machineguns; 25 bayon- 
ets; 10 handguns with silencers; 20 pieces of mortars; 10 missile launchers; 
10 pieces of artillery; 50 anti-tank mines; 50 anti-personnel mines; 30 
cases of gunpowder; 50 hand grenades; 100 plastic grenades used for the des- 
troying of oil installations; 100 smoke-making hand grenades; 100 anti- 
armoured guns; 100 [illegible] grenades, 100 incindiary artillery pieces 

and 1,000 fuses. 
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ISRAEL 


BANK OF ISRAEL REPORTS ON ECONOMIC SITUATION 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 21 Jul 80 pp 1, 2 


[Article: "Since the Beginning of the Year, There Hae Been A Trend of 
Recession and Increased Unemployment.") 


[Text] Since the beginning of 1980, there has been a slowdown of the 
economy marked by reduced personal consumption, lower real income and 
increased unemployment. This ie how the Bank of Israel economists sum 
up the economic developments of the last gonthe. 


The slowdown in economic activities was seen mainly in cutbacks in busi- 
ness: industrial production went down by 10 percent in the first quar- 
te, and there was a decrease in residential construction in the private 
sector, along with cutbacks in construction starts. 


Cutbacks were accompanied by layoffs cf 17,000 people and a marked rise 
in unemployment. Unemployment reaches 4./ percent in the first quarter 
of the year, compared with 2.58 percent at the end of 1979. Partial data 
for the second quarter do not show an additional increase in unemploy- 
ment. It should be pointed out that cutbacks in business activity at 
the beginning of the year were offeet by increased employment in public 
services. This happened in epite of the government's policy to the 
contrary. Thus, total employment was only elightly down. 


Increase in Oil imports 


In the area of commerce, there was a noted decline in imports, especially 
in industrial raw materials. At the same time, exports increased, and 
the balance of paymente, excluding oil, improved markedly. The increase 
in exports was in industrial products. This occurred because of weak 
local demands which prompted a shift from production for local consump- 
tion to production for exports. 


Profitability of exports in the first half of 1980 was due, in part, 
to increased subsidies by way of cheaper credits, which happened after 
the increase in interest rates on the free market. In spite of the 
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positive changes in the export-import picture, which caused an improve- 
ment in the balance of payments, there was a marked increase in of] im- 


porte, 


The inerease in of] imports was partially due to higher oi] prices at the 
end of 1979, but the amount imported also increased substantially. This 
probably happened because of expectations for continued price hikes. The 
amount of imported of] decreased considerably during tie second quarter 
as oll prices went down, and other import components went down. All this 
brought about a eteep decline in the deficit during the second quarter. 


Eaned Restraints 


The inflation rate, which slowed down in the first quarter to 5.8 percent 
per month, increased again in the second quarter, and reached 8 percent 
per month. The factors which contributed to higher inflation were the 
continued activities in the public sector: the increase in gasoline and 
electric rates, the cost-of-living raises and reduced expectations to 
stem inflation. 


increased activity in the public sector in recent months resulted mostly 
from a slowdown, much more so than expected, in tax collection. During 
April-May, economic restraints were eased, at least partially, and un- 
employment did not increase. 
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ISRAEL 


DECLINE REPORTED LIN HOUSING STARTS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 15 Jul 80 p 3 


{[Article: "A Decline of About 24 Percent Noted in Residential Conetruc- 
tion; Similar Decline Aleo Noted in Construction for Industry and 
Agriculture") 


(text) Residential housing starts will reach only 29,000, a decline of 
24 percent compared with 1979. This is a recent estimate, done by the 
department of statistics and research of the Contractors Center, headed 
by Benjamin Kandjer. According to estimates there will be 12,000 housing 
starts in the public sector and 17,000 in the private sector. 


The statistics department also estimates that in the course of the year, 
36,000 apartments will be completed, one-third of these in the public 
sector and two-thirds in the private sector. This figure represents an 
increase of 20 percent over housing completions in 1979. 


The total area of construction starts in all categories will reach 4.1 
million square m, a decline of 28.8 percent compared with 1979. This 
figure does not include expected construction following the peace treaty 
with Egypt and construction beyond the "green line.” The total area of 
residential construction starts will be 3.1 million square m, a decline 
of 27.5 percent compared with 1979. The total area of non-residential 
housing will ve 1 million square a. 


On 31 March, there was a total of 69,000 apartments under construction 
throughout the country. Of these, 32,000 were in the public sector and 
the remainder in the private sector. That is an increase of 8 percent 
over the 31 December 1979 figure. But the statistics department esti- 
mates that the number of apartments under construction on 31 December 
1980 will only be 56,000, of which 25,000 will be in the public sector 
and the remainder in the private sector. 


The HA'ARETZ reporter notes that in order to meet demands, it is neces- 
sary that at any one time at least 70,000 apartments be under construc- 
tion. If the forecast of the Contractor Center is correct, an acute 
housing shortage may be expected in a few months. 








A Decline in Business Conetruction 


Other estimates of the Contractor Center reflect the expectation of a 
slowdown in the economy. For example, it is estimated that this year 
industrial conetruction etarte will amount to 350,000 square m, a decline 
of about 22 percent compared with the same category last year. Likewise 
construction starts for agriculture will amount to only 150,000 square ao, 
a decline of 37 percent compared with last year. In the area of hotel 
business, offices and stores, there will be a smaller decline. It is 
expected that construction starts in these categories will total 220,000 
square @, 


The survey also reports that in the private sector, 10,200 apartments were 
sold in the 2] large cities in 1979, a decline of 23 percent compared 
with 1978. Since there are sales in medium and small towns as well, it 

is estimated that private contractors sold a total of 16,000 apartments 
last year, a decline of 22 percent compared with 1978. It is estimated 
that this year contractors will sell a total of 18,500 to 19,500 apart- 
ments, an increase of 20 percent over last year. 


in the first half of 1980, there was an increase in apartment sales, 
especially in Ramat-Hasharon, Bat-Yam, Kfar-Saba, Ramat-Gan and Netanya. 
On the other hand, there was a decline in sales in Ashdod, Bnei-Brak, 
the Haifa area, Rehoboth, Kholon, Giv'atayeem and others. 
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ISRAEL 


THOUSANDS OF INDUSTRIAL WORKERS LAID OFF 





Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 24 Jul 80 p 4 


{[Article: “Approximately 15,000 Industrial Workers Were Laid Off Since 
the Beginning of the Year.") 


[Text ])Since the beginning of the year, industrial plants throughout the 
country have laid off about 15,000 workers, and this is not even the end 
of it. It can reasonably be aseumed that by year's end this figure will 
double. 


The statement was made by Kur's general manager, Mr Naftali Blumenthal, 
at a meeting with Ashkelon mayor and labor leaders there. 


A Most Difficult Period 


Mr Blumenthal added that thie ie the most difficult period in the last 
three decades from the point of view of industrial investments. Everyone 
should exert every effort in order to stem this trend. 


Kur's general manager arrived in Ashkelon at the invitation of the workers' 
council and the city government. He was invited for a day's tour, after 
the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Tourism awarded the new industrial 
section of Ashkelon the status of a development area, category B, for a 
period of one year. 


This status makee considerable concessions to entrepreneurs and investors 
with up to 50 percent discounts on land prices plus awards and easy term 
loans amounting to 40 percent of total investment. 


An Effort To Attract Entrepreneurs 


Various leaders in Ashkelon have been trying in recent months to attract 
heads of organizations and entrepreneurs in an effort to convince them 
to take advantage of the easy terms and establish themselves in the new 
industrial section south of the city. The visit of Kur's general manager 
was a result of this effort. 
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Mr Blumenthal said that he and his people would try to put Ashkelon on 
Kur's plana, but, at the same time, he was careful not to make any defi- 
nite commitment. He also said that efforte would be made to increase the 
number of employees at Keren Electronica by 20 to 30 percent. The plant 
belongs to Kur. 


Number of Unemployed High 


At the beginning of the meeting, secretary of the workers’ council, Ya' 
akov Allon, who is also a city councilman, noted that there are more than 
800 unemployed in Ashkelon. Close to half of them have been receiving 
unemployment compensation for the past three months. 
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ISRAEL 


EXPERTS DIFFER ON OIL PROSPECTING 
Te wiv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 18 Jul 80 p 12 


[Article: “Experts Propose Various Alternatives for Israel's Energy 
Needs") 


[Text] Chairman of the Oil and Energy Institute, Dr Tzvi Dinehtein, es- 
timates that the chances of discovering oil in Israel “are very low and 
even remote." He proposes that Israel explore for oil overseas, as do 
some other countries which produce some of their own oil needs. 


Dr Dinshtein, who up to a few years ago was deputy finance minister in 
charge of oil issues, spoke at the Israel Oil Institute meeting, follow- 
ing a talk by Michah Kharish, chairman of the Knesset energy committee. 


His statement enraged Dr El‘azar Barak, general manager of the National 
Oil Co., who was present and who responded by quoting a French philoso- 
pher who said that “you think that what you don't know does not exist." 


Dr Dinshtein proposed to establish a national energy commission which 
will deal with all matters related to energy, and will also contribute 
toward formulating policies on the subject. In his opinion, there is 

no problem recruiting capital for oil exploration in Israel, so long as 
proper literature is prepared. Right now, he thinks, there is more capi- 
tal than literature. 


Member of Knesset Michah Kharish--who is chairman of the Knesset energy 
committee--said that not one Israeli government has held any discussion 
on energy matters since 1973. 


"The establishment of the Energy Ministry was justified from the point 
of view of centralizing the issue. There are no longer situations where 
those dealing with energy are trying to hold back information from each 
other. Centralizing the information did not, however, contribute to 
formulating a definite policy in this area," he said. 
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Mr ¥ .arish pointed out that the United States’ commitment to supply oil 
tc Lerael is valid for situations where it will not be possible to buy 
oil, but it is not clear what will happen if oil prices are such that 
Israel cannot afford them. He recalled that only a few years ago no one 
believed that oil prices would be over $20 a barrel. 


lerael may face a difficult situation if it asks the United States for 
oil when there is a shortage of oil there, too. He mentioned that the 
United States found itself in the past in situations where it had to 
rescind prior commitments. 


Member of Knesset Kharish demanded to work out a detailed plan for oil 
exploration and to start forthwith with the construction of a nuclear 
power station, without taking into account the expected difficulties and 
procedures that may arise from the direction of the various city con- 
struction committees when a location is decided upon. 
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ISRAEL 


COMPARATIVE STUDY OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY SUMMARIZED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 22 Jul 80 p 4 


[Brief: “Agricultural Productivity Increased Four Times As Fast As 
Industrial Productivity") 


[Text] Between 1969 and 1978, agricultural productivity increased four 
times as fast as industrial productivity, and even more so. This is the 
conclusion of a comparative study of productivity factors in industry 
and agriculture, conducted by the research department of the Labor and 
Industrial Productivity Institute. 


The study was conducted by Dov Weiss and Eytan Ya'kobson. Ya'kobson is 
presently civil service commissioner, he was manager of the Economic 
Survey Co. at the time. The study concludes that total agricultural pro- 
ductivity rose by 79 percent between 1969 and 1978, whereas industrial 
productivity rose in the same period by only 22 percent. This means that 
the average annual agricultural productivity rose by 7.9 percent, compared 
with an annual rate of only 2.2 percent in industry. The HA'ARETZ cor- 
respondent points out that in the past two years, agriculture has en- 
countered some serious crises. As a result, the picture has changed some- 
what. 


The researchers think that the differences represented by the high in- 
crease in agricultural productivity over industrial productivity cannot 
be explained by factors such as differences in investments and government 
Subsidies, but by other factors. 


The researchers stressed the importance of the differences between the 
system which supports agriculture and that which supports industry, 
especially in the areas of research, instruction, dissemination of infor- 
mation as well as the setup for marketing and exports. 
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JORDAN 


JOF On , TURKEY SIGN NEW TRADE AGREEMENT 





Am AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 22 Jun 80 p 2 


{[Article: "Al-Nusur Returns after Signing New Trade Agreement Between Jordan 
and Turkey; Jordan to Receive 90,000 Tons of Wheat, Flour and Meats in Return 
for 500,000 Tons of Phosphate to Turkey in 1981") 


{Text ] Amman--The Jordanian trade delegation to the joint Jordanian-Turkish 
Trade Committee meetings which ended in the Turkish capital on 19 June 
returned to Amman on 20 June. 


Engineer ‘Ali al-Nusur, Minister of Trade and Industry and head of the 
delegation to the meetings which lasted 5 days, stated that methods of 
developing trade and economic relations between Jordan and Turkey were dis- 
cussed and reviewed. A new trade agreement between the two countries was 
signed, to replace the agreement concluded in 1966. 


Minister al-Nusur said that new trade agreement provides for an increased 
volume of commercial exchange between the two countries; achieving balance 
and diversification in the fields of trade; and an exchange of most-favored- 
nation concessions related to issuing import and export licenses for the 
exchanged commodities, and related administrative customs measures. 


Minister al-Nusur added: "The agreement also provides for encouraging and 
facilitating participation by both countries in international and specialized 
trade and industrial expositions to be held in the two countries; forming a 
joint Jordanian-Turkish committee to monitor the progress of commercial 
exchange and economic cooperation; proposing the most beneficial means of 
expanding the volume of trade between the two countries; and preparing new 
informational schedules of commodities to be exchanged by each country." 


Minister al-Nusur said that a trade protocol was signed which provides for 
encouraging the exchange of visits by trade delegations from the public and 
private sectors of both countries for the purpose of developing the volume 

of trade between them and learning each other's capabilities in this domain. 
In accordance with [this protocol], the Turkish Government undertook to supply 
Jordan with 75,000 tons of wheat. Delivery is to begin in October and 
November of this year. The Turkish Government also undertook to supply 
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lordan with the barley, echick=peas and red lentils it needs and to begin 
shipment in Oetober and November of thie year, Turkey also undertook to 
supply Jordan with 15 to 20 thousand tone of flour, in addition to Jordanian 
meat and livestock requirements, Jordan ie to provide Turkey with 500,000 
tone of phosphate in 1981, and 600,000 tons in 1982, 


in the protocols, both parties pledged efforts to facilitate execution of 
the payment agreement ratified by both countries in 1978, concerning 

payment for national commodities exchanged by the two countries, It was 
aleo agreed to hold the joint committee's next meeting in Amman, It is 
recalled that the joint Jordanian-Turkish committee was formed in accordance 
with the trade agreement concluded by the two countries in 1966, 


(he Jordanian delegation to these meetings included Mr Ghazi Dhiyab, Directo: 
of Economie Cooperation and Export Development in the Ministry of Trade and 
industry; ‘Abdul-Ragaq al-Batayinah, Director of Trade in the Ministry of 
Supplies; Ahmad ‘'Abdul-Patah, official of the Central Bank; and Mukarram 
/urayqat, official of the Jordanian Phosphate Company. 
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LIBYA 


BRLEFS 
SOVIETS IN LIBYA--The USSR is building a gigantic naval base at the Libyan 
port of Al-Badriya not far from the Egyptian border. This base will permit 


repaire on the laggest warships. An airbase will be included in the con- 
atruction. /Tex /Parie LE POINT in Prench 25 Aug 80 p 2 
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PERSLAN GULF AREA 


REGLONAL DESALINATION, WATER PURIFICATION EFFORTS STUDIED 
Riyadh AL=RIYAD in Arabic 29 Jun 80 p 12 


[Text| Since their bedouin days, the Arabs have been persistently search- 
ing for water in the Arabian peninsula, particularly in the oases scattered 
around its borders and center. They have been doing this despite their 
being fully aware of the water sources that poets of the pre-Islamic and 
various Islamic periods frequently praised. 


The Arabian Gulf, an inseparable part of the Arabian peninsula, suffers 
from the problem of continous water shortage or excessive salinity. 


Faced with limited and diminishing water resources, and a strong desire to 
extend developed areas to keep pace with development in the Gulf states, it 
was necessary to look for new water sources to reduce dependence on ground 
water. 


Among the reasons that made the Arabs think of using desalinated water is 

the availability of energy sources and natural gas in the Gulf, which gave 
them an incentive to build seawater desalination plants that have a daily 

capacity to store and produce billions of cubic feet. 


Modern Gulf history indicates that the first water distillation machine in 
the Gulf was purchased by the late Shaykh Mubarak al-Sabbah of Kuwait in 
1914 for 250,000 rupees. However, this machine did not last long; it 
broke down after a short period, forcing Shaykh Mubarak to return it. 


However, the first formal water distillation project in Kuwait began in 
1952, costing around 2 million English pounds. This project produced 1.5 
million gallons of distilled water per day. The ministry of electricity 
and water in Kuwait also built a small, experimental, electrically oper- 
ated desalination plant in 1965. 


Water desalination operations in Kuwait continued to expand, raising the 
daily consumption of fresh water from 62 million gallons in 1977 to 72 
million gallons in 1978. Several distillation plants were put into oper- 
ation during this period. Kuwait did not stop at this level of development 
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in water desalination, The Kuwait government intends to build a desalination 
plant that will cost around 350 million dollars and will produce 300,000 
cuble meters of fresh water daily. 


Going north, we tind that Lraq ie somewhat different from other Gulf coun- 
tries, since it is rich in water resources because of the Tigris and 
Kuphrates rivers that flow through it, For this reason, Iraq is self- 
sulfictent with regard to fresh water. Despite this, however, Iraqi 
officlale allocate certain sume in the government's budget for drinking 
water, in addition to water used for agriculture and industry. 


Among the most important projects recently completed in Iraq is the third 
"river" canal that was dug up between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. It 
is 156 kms long and it cost 20,600,000 Iraqi dinars. It was completed 
between 1972 and 1977, 


Although Iraq does not need desalination plants, such plants exist, especial- 
ly at refineries. They are also utilized by the residents. 


Due to its size and increased aridity in most of its regions, Saudi Arabia 
is the most important country in the Gulf area in relation to seawater 
desalination. This is in addition to the fact that Saudi Arabia overlooks 
two seas: the Arabian Gulf and the Red Sea. 


[t is well known that desalination projects in Saudi Arabia are unparalleled 
in the Middle East, since Saudi officials consider the development of water 
sources the key to their country's economic progress. 


The coming 5-year plan evidences Saudi officials’ concern to provide the 
citizens with water. The overall cost of the third plan for water de- 
salination in Saudi Arabia was 39,602,000 Saudi riyals. This brings the 
number of desalination plants to 29, which is a 1.7 percent increase. The 
water production capacity of these stations will be 816,000 cubic meters, 
which is a 356 percent increase. One of the most important projects of 
this plan is thesecond phase of the al-Jubayl desalination plant. The cost 
of this phase is estimated at about 9,369 million Saudi riyals. 


Saudi Arabia had previously signed a special agreement with the U.S. for 
seawater desalination which will cost 79 million dollars. The agreement 
includes the construction of a center and laboratory to conduct water de- 
salination research and present specific designs for the construction of 
seawater desalination plants. This agreement also includes the construc- 
tion of units that are 10 times the size of the model units. Each of these 
units will have a capacity ot about 66 million gallons of desalinated wate) 
daily. 


Last year, the West German group of companies, Kraft-Werk, won a contract 
to construct a desalination plant in the city of al-Khubar in the Eastern 
Province of Saudi Arabia. The cost of this contract is estimated at around 
3 billion Saudi riyals. 








lhe Soudl government also alaned another | billion dollar contract with a 
japanese company to build a (desalination) plant that will produce 1 billion 
cubic meters of fresh water per day. This plant will be constructed in 
al-Jubayl area in Saudi Arabia, This te in addition to the projects under 
construction in Jiddah, Yanbu', ‘Aeir, Hafr al-Batin and other Saudi areas, 


The government of Qatar has gone a long way in development as it has estab- 
lished public services throughout the country to facilitate the road to 
progress and development which the country te experiencing. The govern- 
ment of Qatar allocated the eum of 346 million riyale in last year's budget 
for drinking water, in addition to the Ra's Abu Fintas plant which was al- 
located 19,500,000,000 riyals. 


The state of Qatar is, therefore, extracting more than 500 million cubic 
meters of seawater per day to meet the needs of desalination plants and 
other projects. One of the biggest desalination plants is the Ra's Abu 
Fintas plant which was constructed in 3 phases, in addition to plants at 
Ra's Abu ‘Abbud and Umm Sa'id and other locations. 


Qatar's Ra's Abu Fintas plant produces 32 million gallons [of fresh water) 
per day. It is estimated that this plant will cover 80 percent of the 
needs of Qatar after the completion of its third phase of construction. The 
two distillation unite in Ra's Abu ‘Abbud each produce 2 million gallons 

of fresh water per day. Fresh water production in Qatar is expected to 
reach around 60 million gallons per day by 1985. 


The government of Qatar is currently thinking of using water produced by 
desalination plants for industrial and agricultural purposes, after all 
household needs throughout Qatar are met. 


The UAE has kept pace with the other Gulf countries in development and 
public services. Since the unification of the 7 emirates, growth is 
flourishing throughout this young nation, 


Just 2 years ago an agreement was concluded between the Abu Dhabi National 
Company and a German company to construct a seawater desalination plant to 
provide 36 million gallons of drinking water per day, in addition to pro- 
ducing 100,000 cubic meters of cooling water per hour. Another plant was 
buildt in Abu Dhabi which includes a number of desalination units, each 
with a daily production capacity of 4 million gallons of water. 


The UAE allocated over 50 million dirhams to its budget for water projects, 
including 35 million dirhams for the completion of the projects in Umm 
al-Qaywin, al-Fujayrah, ‘Ajman, Khurfukan and al-Burayrat in Ras al-Khaymah. 
in addition to that, over 21 million dirhams were allocated for new water 
projects. 


Recently, the Jabal ‘Ali steam station for electricity generation and sea- 
water desalination was inaugurated in Dubai. This big project cost around 
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|.) billlon dirhams, The station, which has an overall production capacity 
of 1760 kilowatts per hour and 1.4 million gallons of fresh water, includes 
5 electricity generators plus 3 seawater desalination unite, 


Looking at the etate of Bahrain, we find it is the second richest Arabian 
Gulf country, after Iraq, in fresh water, It has many potable water springs 
and wells, Several of these fresh water springs are located on the coaste 
of the 33 islands forming the Bahrain archipelago. However, abuse and 
neglect of some of these aprings noticeably affected them in the past years. 
Some eprings dwindled and could no longer irrigate even farms nearby, and 
the springs that used to be on the Bahrain coast ran dry. This led the 
government of Bahrain to think of ways to protect some welle and plug 

others to preserve their supply for the coming years. 


In 1975, due to the urgent need for fresh water, the government of Bahrain 
was compelled to build the Sutrah station for electricity and desalination, 
ottering its residents around 5 million gallons of water in the first 
phase which began in 1976, 


The government of Bahrain intends to complete this station due to the con- 
tinuing dwindling of fresh water supplies and the increased salinity of 
some currently used wells. The final phase of the station will produce 20 
million gallons of desalinated water per day. 


In the southeastern corner of the Arabian peninsula, we find the Sultanate 
of Oman where officials give a lot of attention to desalination and in- 
creasing the production of desalinated water. The sultanate's government 
built the al-Ghubrah electricity and water distillation plant that began 
producing drinking water in 1976 at a daily capacity of 6 million gallons 
to fulfill the needs of almost half of the residents of Oman. 


Official statistics point out to the increase in the consumption of de- 
salinated water at an annual rate of 20 percent. This led Omani officials 
to consider building several other plants. 


In the past, the Sultanate of Oman did not actually need desalinated water 
as there are huge amount of fresh water in the Omani lands that come from 
wells, in addition to 100 million cubic meters of rainfall each year. The 
officials could build dams to store this wasted water. 


Omani officials formed a special council for water resources headed by 3 
ministers. This council is responsible for coordinating water resources to 
ensure a balance between the amount of water available and consumption re- 
quirements. 


The council set up plans for the construction of other plants smaller than 


al-Ghubrah plant. A small plant was built on the island of al-Masirah that 
produces around 120,000 gallons of water per day. 
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There ts plenty of water in the Gulf, If thie water were well utilized 

and used for agricultural purposes, the Gulf area desert would burgeon with 
crops which, in turn, would lead toan agricultural surplus that could be 
exported, 


Underground gas and the sun conetitute energy available for use in many 
ways, among which ie water desalination to benefit the people and the 
economy, 


The Gulf, which was a blazing desert just a few years ago, has been turned 
into cities that encompass human [settlements] and constructive development 
through planning. This development is still opening the way to building 
the future of man in this region, so that he may control and utilize all 
his land resources for his own benefit and the benefit of humanity at large. 
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SUDAN 


NATLON'S AGRICULTURAL PROSPECTS REVIEWED, CRITICIZED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 23-29 Jun 80 pp 36, 37 


/Accicle: “Arab Breadbasket Turns into a Basket for Collecting Inter- 
national Aid'/ 


/Text/ The talk about economic problems facing the Sudan is not devoid 

of apprehension. This country is indeed considered to be the strategic 
dimension of Arab self-sufficiency in food, All circumstances and condi- 
tions qualify it to perform this function--in fact, the Sudan adopted a 
policy in the middle seventies of turning itself into the “Arab bread 
basket.’ What happened, then? What has happened to have turned the Sudan- 
ese economy into this poor, sickly state, to put talk about the economic 
pcoblems of the Sudan on everyone's tongue, and to make the government 
knock on all doors to receive loans to rescue the collapsing economy, one 
of these doors being the International Monetary Fund? 


We know that the International Monetary Fund does not cover loans of that 
sort without investigation and discussion. Therefore, its experts started 
to describe the Sudanese economy and investigate all conditions. At the 
end, they produced this report for us on the problems of the Sudanese 
economy and the recommendations to be carried out so that the Sudanese 
economy could stand once again on its feet! 


International Monetary Fund experts observed that cotton was the most im- 
portant Sudanese agricultural export but that, with the international rise 
in grain prices in 1974, the government decided to reduce the area allo- 
cated to cotton by 20 to 30 percent in favor of other crops. 


In addition to that, the government encouraged tenants to abandon cotton 
farming, permitting them to receive all the profits from the sale of 
grain, whereas it was sharing the profits of cotton sales with them, and 
it subjected cotton exports to exorbitant taxes, as well as assessing cot- 
ton transactions at the official customary price (1 Sudanese pound equal 
to $2.87), whereas transactions in other crops had been assessed at the 
exchange rate of $2.05 per Sudanese pound. 
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Regzarding the Sudan's exports in recent years, the fund report states, 
"The proportion of the Sudan's exports to gross domestic product dropped 
from 14 percent in 1970 to just 7 percent in 1977-78," 


Most of thie decline is attributable to a drop of 35 percent in the volume 
of cotton lint exports, which generally constitute one third the cotal 
exports of the Sudan; thie deterioration in the level of exports may basic- 
ally be attributed to the poor pattern of incentives and maldistribution 
of crops from farming. 


The Sudanese government is in agreement with the fund on the fact that the 
remedy lies in reorienting the pattern of crops specified by production 
councils in irrigated projects, such as cotton and peanut farming. Be- 
cause of the limited nature of the long-staple cotton export market (which 
accounts for just LO percent of the volume of international cotton trade), 
the Sudan will concentrate on farming medium-staple cotton, The Sudanese 
minister of finance and economy notified the fund that in accordance with 
current plane the area of the land allocated to the cultivation of Long- 
staple cotton from the al-Rahd project is to be increased from 60,000 fed- 
dans in 1978-79 to 140,000 feddans in 1981-82 and the land allocated to 
farming peanuts from 36,000 feddans to 120,000 feddane in the same period. 





Cotton cultivation in the al-Jazgirah project will expand to 450,000 fed- 
dans in the current year. Most of this expansion will take place at the 
expense of sorghum and wheat cultivation. 


The area allotted to cotton farming is to be increased by about 60,000 fed- 
dans in other areas. 


The Sudanese minister also expressed hope that improvement of canal main- 
tenance in al-Jazirah and the repair of the pumping projects in the Blue 
Nile and the White Nile would lead to a further increase in the areas al- 
lotted to cotton farming. 


It is worth pointing out that the economic plan the International Monetary 
Fund set out in order to save the Sudan from its great debts over the long 
term will require that the government transfer a large portion of agricul- 
tural lands to the cultivation of crops with a hard currency payout, in 
particular cotton and to a lesser degree peanuts. This plan also stresses 
improvement of the infrastructure necessary to ensure the economic market- 
ing of crops. It is well known that the Sudan has about 480 million 
donums of land fit for farming. 


The International Monetary Fund Plan is aimed at improving the infrastruc 
ture by repairing, maintaining and expanding irrigation systems and equip- 
ment. Pumping projects along the Blue and White Niles had been working 
far below capacity in recent years and the condition of the channels and 
equipment had deteriorated severely. 
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The fund repore points out that che railway's operating capacity has been 
in constant decline since 1976-77 because of breakdown and a lack of spare 
parts, in addition to che fact that the repeated cutoff of electricity and 
lack of fuel have hampered the improvement of agricultural exports. 


However, Sudanese officials stress that great progress has been_achieved 
in the construction of the oil pipeline connecting Port Sa'id /sic/ to 
Khartoum, and they express hope that increased supplies of spare parts and 
imports of more railway locomotives will enable the railways to absorb all 
the agricultural productive capacity. 


If all che plans which have been set forth and recommended by the fund 
succeed, a perceptible increase will be expected in the volume of exports 
by the end of 1981. It is expected that there will be an annual increase 
of 15 percent in the value of cotton exports, that is, from about $320 
million in 1978-79 to $470 million in 1981-82. 


On the group of exports, the fund anticipates that its rate will increase 
by 20 percent a year, that is, from $600 million in 1978-79 to more than 
$1 billion in 1981-82. The fund also anticipates that there will be an 
increase in revenues from $1.31 billion in 1978-79 to $1.72 billion in 
1981-82, while it expects a deficit in the balance of trade from 1979-80 
to 1981-82 of $680 million per year, which is a slight improvement, since 
it totalled more than $700 million in 1978-79. 


World Bank sources have pointed out that the Sudan needs $4 billion in = 
foreign resources in the next 5 years, at a rate of $800 million /per year/ 
to help it cope with the current disruption in its balance of payments and 

preserve its economic growth. 


The consulting group which emerged from the World Bank and the Sudan held 
its fifth meeting in Paris last 9-11 April. 


During the meeting, which was chaired by Mr Willi Wapenhans, World Bank 
regional vice president for the East African region, the participants 
agreed to meet at a date not yet specified to discuss coordination of the 
foreign aid programs to be presented to the Sudan. 


Participating in this meeting were the Sudanese minister of finance and 
economy and representatives of Canada, Finland, France, East Germany, 
Italy, Japan, Holland, Sweden, Britain and the United States. Also par- 
ticipating in this meeting were various regional and Arab organizations 
such as the African Development Bank, the Islamic Bank, The Arab Develop- 
ment Aid Fund in Abu Dhabi and Saudi Arabia, the development aid committee 
of the European Trade and Development Organization, the European group com- 
mittee, the International Monetary Fund and the United Nations Development 
Progran. 
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TUNISIA 


POPULAR UNITY MOVEMENT REJECTS GOVERNMENT OVERTURES 
Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Aug 80 p 5 
[Article by Michel Deure] 


[Text] The Popular Unity Movement (MUP), a lineal descendant of the socialism 
propounded by Ahmed Ben Salah before 1970, has no intention of reacting 
favorably, for the time being, to the government's overtures toward the op- 
position in recent months (LE MONDE of 5 August). 


In a communique circulated Tuesday, 19 August, as the result of a "national 
conference" held in Tunis during July, the MUP opines that "notwithstanding 
changes of persons and style...there is no reason for taking part in a search 
for partial or narrowly-focused political solutions when there is still no 
evidence of any real, fundamental change such as general amnesty and respect 
for public freedoms." It rejects government offers aimed at bringing together 
all trends of thought for talks on certain important issues, such as prepar- 
ation of the forthcoming development plan. 


The communique notes that during the "national conference" a recommendation 
was made to introduce a request aimed at winning approval for the establish- 
ment of a political party. A “national council" and a "political bureau" were 
appointed in pursuit of this goal. The identity of the members of those two 
entities was not made public. Nevertheless, it was made known that Ben Salah, 
who is still in refuge outside the country, was confirmed as secretary- 
general of the movement. And lastly, the MUP has decided to continue its 
endeavors to win approval to publish a newspaper as it has requested for two 
years now. 


This is the first stance to be asserted unambiguously and officially by any 

of the movements not recognized by the government. It occurs at a time when 
the regime is trying, with some success, to convince public opinion that 
politicians are in the process of radically changing their ways. So, for 
example, within the party, persons who up until now were considered "untouch- 
able" and were often believed, rightly or wrongly, to be leaders of “militia 
bands" whose existence, however, was always denied, are at present being sub- 
jected to expulsion or are being haled into court when they are not sentenced 
outright. As was the case with that chairman of a suburban cell south of Tunis 
who got 14 months’ imprisonment for assault and battery, destruction of prop- 
erty, and robbery. 








Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali recently declared chat "any Tunisian wanting to 
yrab power or head up a@ gang, and engaging in acts of intimidation, will not 
yet away with it. 1 intend to set matters straight, starting at the top, since 
it is we who must set the example." And there is every reason to believe 

that this "campaign for morality" (officials refuse to use the word "purge") 
will continue in future weeks, concurrently with the negotiations underway to 
resolve the trade union crisis. It might be added that the crisis has under- 
gone some new developments lately with some members of the labor union's 

present leadership, now split, coming out in favor of former leaders who had 
been sentenced following the 26 January 1978 riots. Four of the executive 
bureau's twelve members and representatives from about fifteen professional 
federations have in fact called on Bourguiba to grant them amnesty so that they 
can once again engage in their trade union activities and take part in pre- 
paring for the upcoming congress scheduled for the first quarter of 1981. 
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